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T

he UNFCCC’s 17th Conference of Parties took place at the
International Convention Center (ICC) and the People’s
Space at Howard College, University of KawaZulu, Durban,
South Africa. The conference was a gathering of 11,810
delegates; 1409 Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs); 86
Inter Governmental Organization (IGOs) from 200 countries;
and government delegates from 190 countries. The United
Nations Climate Change Conference, Durban 2011, delivered
a breakthrough on the international community’s response to
climate change. The outcomes included a decision by Parties to
adopt a universal legal agreement on climate change as soon as
possible, and no later than 2015. One of the major outcomes
of the conference was the extension of the Kyoto Protocol for
five more years until 2017.
Following the milestone created by Tibetan delegates at
COP15 in Copenhagen, this was the 2nd time that Tibetan
delegates representing Tibet Third Pole were able to participant
in the UNFCCC’s Conference of Parties. Tibetan delegates
were able to mark their presence this time as well by lobbying
governments, NGOs and individuals. The Tibetan delegates
also joined NGOs from around the world at the UN’s climate
change negotiations to advocate for equitable and durable
solutions to the world’s growing climate change crisis. The
Women’s Environment & Development Desk of the Tibetan
Women’s Association is following up on all the contacts made
during the conference to form an online network which will
share common concerns about water with downstream nations.
Women’s Environment & Development Desk daily reports are
attached below.
Most of the high level meetings were behind closed doors and
NGOs were not allowed. Tibetan delegates did try to go to
media briefings but they were not allowed in.
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28th November 2011:
The two Tibetan delegates, Tenzin Dolma and Tenzin Woebum,
reached Durban in the evening. It was the end of the 1st day of
the conference. First they registered for the COP17 Conference.
After the registration, they went inside the main venue to
observe the different locations of the Conference, especially for
the government delegates’ main meeting building.

29th November 2011:
Tibetan delegates attended one of the morning briefings of
Global Campaign for Climate Change where they introduced
themselves to Manish (Coordinator of GCCCA). They then
circulated around the UNFCCC building to collect information
on the Conference and events.
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30th November 2011:
The Tibetan delegates could not get a side event room at the UN
premises so they held a silent protest displaying placards with slogans
‘Stop Damming in Tibet’ etc. at the entrance of the UNFCCC
Building. This attracted the media’s attention and made the presence
of Tibet felt at COP17 but, unfortunately, UN security police popped
in and told Tibetan delegates to leave the premises at that moment.
We very much felt the pressure of the Chinese government on the UN
system. China cannot tolerate anything bothering their country even
though a conference like this is a big platform for the governments
and NGOs. In order to integrate with the important NGOs for future
UN climate meetings, Rebecca Sommer from Society for Threatened
Peoples introduced us to Tom Goldtooth who is the president of the
Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN) and Alberto Salamanco,
also from IEN. The Indigenous caucus is one of the major groups that
has the special attention of the UN. We had our first indigenous caucus
strategy meeting in the evening on how to react to the UNFCCC text
on indigenous peoples’ rights. Indigenous caucus is the place where we
can share the issues of human rights relating to pastoral nomads issues.
We were also introduced to Professor Michael Dorsey with whom we
discussed the damming issue inside Tibet. We gave him our briefing
papers. The two Tibetan delegates emailed him with the list of damming
projects inside Tibet and he promised to do more research on this issue.
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1st December 2011:
The day started with attending a morning meeting organized by Climate
Justice Now (CJN). CJN is one of the major groups able to intervene at
the UN. Tibetan representatives lobbied with the Climate Justice Now
group and shared information about Tibet’s fragile environment and its
role as Asia’s water tower. They also introduced themselves to the Youth
caucus during one of the meetings, lobbying in order to connect with
the youth for climate justice. Tibet Third Pole representatives met with
some Philippino youth and youth from other Asian countries. They
decided to join together at the interactive dinner meeting organized by
the Youth group on December 5th, 2011. On that same day they met
several serious experts from NGOs and exchanged cards and important
information.
In the evening, Tibet Third Pole representatives devoted some time to
designing the text and printing of flyers and posters for the side event
on 7th December 2011.
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2nd December 2011:
In the morning, the Tibet Third Pole team was invited to present the Tibet
case at the Climate Justice hearing at the People’s Space at University of
KaWaZulu. This was another venue of COP17 for NGOs . The Tibet
Third Pole representatives Tenzin Dolma and Tenzin Woebum made a
presentation on, and spoke about, the Tibet Third Pole environmental
issues of glaciers, dams and rivers and the situation of Tibetan nomads.
Many other communities and groups from all over the world presented
their testimonies of climate injustice to a panel of human rights and
climate justice experts, who drafted a statement based on the peoples’
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testimonies. Tibetans talked about the Tibet Third Pole environment
issues of glaciers, dams and rivers and the situation of Tibetan nomads.
Also find the article on the Climate Justice Tribunal on this website :
http://ashleydawson.info/2011/12/02/the-climate-justice-tribunal/
Tibetan representatives were interviewed by South African Broadcasting
Corporation about Tibet’s presence at the COP17. At the University,
they distributed the flyers for Tibet Third Pole side event and pasted
posters at the event venue.
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3rd December 2011:
Tibetan delegates participated in the Global Day of Action which started
at 9am from Botha’s Garden, marched through the streets of Durban
and ended at the ICC (main venue of the Conference). They carried the
Tibet Third Pole banner, Tibetan flags and a placard with slogans. There
were more than 8000 protesters at the climate march. They gave media
interviews during the march. They were asked questions like - where are
you from? Why are you here at this march? etc.
After the march, Tibetan delegates happened to see a Chinese meeting
room entrance where they immediately started distributing Tibet Third
Pole’s briefing papers and the side event invitations. Delegates gave
their Tibet Third Pole flyer to one of the Chinese delegates who warned
them, saying “you better not distribute such things here in UN, this is a
sensitive issue and it is not good for you”. After that they left the room
because it was in UN premises and any sort of problem might result in
nullifying their pass and or even the danger of losing the credibility of
the NGO who helped them get accreditation.
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At 6pm, Dr. Soumya Dutta of the Centre of Climate Justice invited the
Tibet Third Pole delegates to be panellists at the discussion on how to
move forward on the Climate Justice Tribunal. The chair of the event
was Justice P.C. Jain. Among the panellists was Mr. Bharat Bhai from
Gujarat, who is working with fishermen in Gujarat and Ajay Jha who
spoke about legal aspects of these climate issues. The Tibet Third Pole
team did a presentation on glacier melts and the damming issue inside
Tibet to which the other panellists were able to relate. Among the guests
was Mr. Anil Dave, M.P. and Justice (retired). He appreciated what
Tibet Third Pole group presented.
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4th December 2011:
The ICC (main venue) was closed as it was Sunday, so in the afternoon
the delegates attended a panel discussion on RIO+20 , a meeting
organized by Brazilian civil society at the People’s Space (University).
The meeting was mainly about building unity around a common
platform that all the NGOs as movements could support, and calling
for people’s summit. Since things at COP17 were not working well,
Rio+20 is seen as the place where all can build a list of what they want
and what they do not and submit to the UN. After the meeting Tibetan
delegates lobbied with important NGOs representatives who were
present at the meeting.
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5th December 2011:
At 9am the Tibetan representatives attended a panel discussion of the
indigenous caucus where the delegation heads from Bolivia and Ecuador
talked about the updates on the state negotiation. After the panel
discussion, Tibetan delegates approached government representatives
from Bolivia and Ecuador. They gave them their briefing papers and
introduced Tibet Third Pole.
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They also approached Mr. Raja Devasish Roy, a delegate from Bangladesh
and a member of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. They
asked him to be their guest at their book launch. He declined saying
that he was at the conference as a government delegate and could not
really annoy China by supporting Tibet’s cause. But he said, as an
individual, he supports Tibet.
Fortunately, Tibetan delegates were able to attend one of the meetings
of government delegates from the most vulnerable countries affected by
climate change. The two representatives were able to lobby government
delegates from Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan. All
these delegates represent countries which are dependent on Tibet’s rivers
for water and they understand the current environmental situation of
Tibet. They exchanged cards to keep in touch.
In the evening, Tibetan delegates had a very interactive dinner with
the Asian youth group. They exchanged contact information to keep
in touch.
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6th December 2011:
Tibetan delegates utilized the day in handing out flyers and posters for
their next day side event. Since the side event venue was not at the main
premises of the UN Conference but at the university which was a space
for NGOs and half an hour away, it became very important for Tibetan
delegates to publicize their event to bring in crowds. Two representatives
also lobbied with government delegates and handed over flyers.
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7th December 2011:
Two members of TWA, Tenzin Woebum, head of Women’s Environment
and Development Desk (WEDD) and Tenzin Dolma, Joint Secretary,
who represent Tibet Third Pole (T3P), launched TWA’s newly- released
book : Purging the Treasure House: Displacement and the Status
of the Tibetan Nomad at their side event at the People’s Space at
Shepstone2, Howard college, University of KaWaZulu.
The event was moderated by Rebecca Sommer. Mr. Sonam Tenzing,
representative of the Office of Tibet from Pretoria also attended the
event. Among the speakers were Dr. Payal Pareik, an expert on Dams
and Climate Change who spoke on “Dams in Tibet” and “Dams
and Climate Change”. Ms. Tenzin Woebum gave a presentation on
“Dams in Tibet” and ‘Current situation of Tibetan nomads in Tibet’
Her presentation was followed by a screening of the documentary
films ‘Melt Down in Tibet’ and ‘Nomad to Nobody’, both directed
by Michael Buckley. The event room was full of people from many
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different nations who actively participated, showed great interest and
asked questions. Participants posed questions such as: What are the
alternatives to damming? Is there any civil society inside China who is
against dam construction? This side event was a great success and very
well attended.
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8th December 2011:
It was the last day for Tibetan representative at the conference. They
met with people from different NGOs from downstream nations about
following up at Rio+20 earth summit in Brazil. Tibetan delegates also
met Mr. Raja Devasish Roy, a delegate from Bangladesh over a coffee.
Mr. Roy was advisor to the former Environment Minister of Bangladesh
and also a part of the UN indigenous group. He expressed his concerns
over the issue of Tibet. Since he could not support Tibet publicly, he
gave his contact details and promised to introduce Tibetan delegates to
one of the important contacts in the Youth caucus through email.
The overall experience at the UNFCCC’s COP17 in Durban was
challenging. However, TWA succeeded in marking its presence at the
Conference. Unfortunately, Tibetan delegates missing (visas rejected)
COP16 was a great loss, because Tibetan delegates worked brilliantly
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during COP15 but could not follow up at COP16. Tibetan delegates
know that the regular presence of Tibetan representative at these UN
climate conferences is essential, so that proper follow up can be done
during the succeeding conferences. NGO representatives present at this
conference were all experienced and have been participating in these
conferences for many years. Going inside and participating actively as
part of a caucus or group is not easy if one is a novice. To sustain or
to build rapport with the core members of these caucuses or groups is
only possible if they meet regularly during these conferences and keep
in touch via emails. TWA is looking forward to participating in the
near future at UN conferences like RIO+20 in Brazil in June 2012 and
COP18 in Qatar which takes place in November/December 2012.
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