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Self-immolation

Chronology of Self-immolation inside Tibet
For our August to November, 2013 edition of the quarterly
newsletter Voice, we have continued to publish the
chronology of self-immolation inside Tibet from the last
newsletter (April to July, 2013). The number goes from
122 to 123.
122. Name:
Age:
Gender:
Date:
From:
Status:

Shichung
41
Male
September 20, 2013
Gomang Thawa, Ngaba
Deceased

On September 20, 2013, a man from Gomang Thawa
Township in Ngaba County self-immolated outside his
house.  He was identified as Shichung, 41 year-old father
of two children. According to the sources, he burned
himself outside his residence and rang along the road
shouting in protest against Chinese authorities before he
collapsed to the ground in flames and died.
At first local Tibetans were able to take his dead body for
prayers but within a short period of time police took the
corpse away.
Shichung was from a farming family and he was a skilled
tailor, who made traditional Tibetan dresses and sold
them at festivals and gatherings. He leaves behind his
wife and two children: an 18 year-old daughter and 14year old son.
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After Shichung’s self-immolation, local Chinese authorities
intensified the restriction and security force in the
village.
123. Name:
Age:
Gender:
Date:
From:
Status:

Tsering Gyal
20
Male
November 11, 2013
Amdo Golok
Deceased

On November 11, 2013, a 20 year-old young monk set
himself on fire for the re-union of Tibetans and unity
among Tibetans. He is Tsering Gyal, a monk from Pema
County in Golok. He self-immolated around 10 PM (local
time), he collapsed after walking a few metres from a
giant lotus made up of concrete at the centre of the town
towards the County headquarters.
Around midnight, Tsering Gyal’s body was taken to
Aakyong monastery where over 200 monks from Akyong,
Peyag and Gomang monastery performed post death
rituals.
After his self-immolation, a large number of armed
forces have been deployed in the area and imposed strict
restriction on movement of local people.
Name:
Age:
Gender:
Date:
From:
Status:

(Nepal)

Karma Ngedon Gyatso
38
Male
August 6, 2013
Dhamsung, TAR
Deceased
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On August 6, 2013, 38 year-old Tibetan monk Karma
Ngedon Gyatso self-immolated at the Boudha stupa in
Kathmandu, Nepal.
Karma Ngedon Gyatso was a differently able person,
who was unable to walk as he suffered from polio in
his childhood. According to the sources, he was from
Dhamsung in Lhasa municipality, TAR and came to exile
in October 2011. Tibetans who knew him describe him as
deeply religious.
Nepalese police took his body to Tribhuwan University
hospital where he was declared dead at around 8:30 am.
After the incident, there was a strong police presence in
and around stupa area, with some police carrying fire
extinguishers.
It was the second self-immolation in Kathmandu in 2013,
Drupchen Tsering, a Tibetan monk set himself on fire and
died in February 2013.
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Zero tolerance toward racial discrimination and
violation of labourer’s rights.
Date: August 2, 2013
The discriminative job recruitment and discrimination
against Tibetans in work places are not new rising
issues; there are numerous cases where Tibetans are
discriminated by not paying equal wages or not recruiting
to the job even having desirable qualifications.
On July 29, 2013, China Labour Watch (CLW) published
an investigative report detailing the labour violations of
three factories of Pegatron Group, a major supplier to
Apple.
On August 2, 2013, Tibetan Women’s Association wrote
an appeal letter to Timothy D. Cook, the CEO of Apple
Company to take immediate action in investigating the
racial discrimination and violation of labourer’s rights in
the factories that create Apple products in China.
We believe that Apple is one of the world’s most
responsible and high standard companies that promises to
safely guard its labourers’ rights, and respect its own social
responsibilities. However, the recent report published by
the US-based China Labour Watch has revealed the status
of Apple’s labourers in three factories of the Pegatron
Group in China. The report clearly states that these
factories are violating least 86 labour rights violations,
6
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including 36 legal violations and 50 ethical violations. The
violations fall into 15 categories: dispatch labour abuse,
hiring discrimination, women’s rights violations, underage
labour, contract violations, insufficient worker training,
excessive working hours, insufficient wages, poor working
conditions, poor living conditions, difficulty in taking leave,
labour health and safety concerns, ineffective grievance
channels, abuse by management, and environmental
pollution. In short, the Pegatron factories are violating
a great number of international and Chinese laws and
standards as well as the standards of Apple’s own social
responsibility code of conduct. On top of violating China’s
laborer’s rights, Pegatron has discriminative recruitment
regulations. Their notice states that it will not hire anyone
with infectious diseases, Tibetans, Uyghurs, and pregnant
women.
We urge Apple Company to do a thorough investigation
to stop Pegatron groups in China from violating Apple’s
moral ethics and values. We request Apple to impose
stricter rules and regulations to ensure that its products
are not produced at the cost of discrimination and injustice
towards Tibetans, Uyghurs, and Huis.
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Requesting for immediate and urgent
intervention on Dolma Kyab’s case
Date: August 19, 2013
On August 19, 2013, the Central Tibetan Women’s
Association wrote an appeal letter to United Nations
International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF),
International Court of Justice, UNHRC’s high commissioner
the honourable Navanethen Pillay, and UN Women’s
Commission to take immediate and urgent intervention
in Dolma Kyab’s case.
Dolma Kyab is the husband of Kunchok Wangmo, a Tibetan
woman who self-immolated on March 13, 2013. This
same day marked the eve of Xi Jingping’s formal selection
as the new president of China.
The intermediate court in Ngaba region arrested Kunchok
Wangmo’s husband Dolma Kyab on March 14, 2013
and on August 15, 2013, and formally sentenced him to
death. The court stated that he murdered his wife after
an argument over his drinking problem by strangling her
and then burning her dead body.
Such an argument between the couple did not exist.
Chinese official media quoted Kyab’s lawyer Su Haijun
as saying that Kunchok Wangmo’s parents would not
believe that their son-in-law killed their daughter as the
couple “were generally on good terms with each other.”
According to the sources, he was arrested in earlier for
refusing to accept his wife’s death was due to their family
feuds. At that time he even bravely told that he will take
this injustice to the higher court of Sichuan province.
However, it is apparent that he hasn’t received this
justice.
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The eight year-old daughter of Dolma Kyab and Kunchok
Wangmo has thus become an orphan. This eight year-old
girl is not only a child who became orphan due to the
callous rule of People’s Republic of China in Tibet; there
are hundreds and hundreds of children who have lost
their parents under similar circumstances.  
In the appeal letter we asked for immediate intervention
from the UNHRC’s high commissioner the honourable
Navanethem Pillay and we earnestly urge UNICEF to defend
the children of parents like Kunchok Wangmo and Dolma
Kyab by investigating the real cause and the International
court of Justice to handle the cases of innocent Tibetans
who are dying under these unfair trials.

Application with regard to Indian Nursing
Council’s letter
Date: September 17, 2013
Tibetan Women’s Association wrote a letter to Indian
Nursing Council with regard to its letter dated March
25, 2013 titled ‘Equivalency – Foreign Nationals’
having resolved that foreign nationals including Nepali,
Bangladesh, Bhutani and Tibetan refugees are not
entitled to practice as registered nurses in India, even for
a temporary period.
Through this application we appeal Indian Nursing Council
to kindly reconsider and reassess the resolution passed
on March 25, 2013 for two important reasons.
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1)Though Tibetans living in India are legally termed
‘Foreigners,’ it is very clear that Tibetans in India are born
and brought up here, studied in India, and will work and
contribute to the Indian economy in various sectors. So
including Tibetans in a sub-clause a) and b) under the
heading Foreign Nationals of the Indian Nursing Council’s
letter dated 25 March 2013 does not stand right to us. The
other nationals named have secondary option to practice
in their respective country as the rightful citizens of their
states. Tibetans have nowhere to go and practice, except
for India, the country that has hosted us since 1959.
2) Tibetans have been fortunate enough to get an
education in India and over the last decade, the number
of Tibetans who choose nursing as a career is growing
steadily. Baring registration of Tibetans as nurses to
practice in India would mean unemployment for a huge
section of the Tibetan community. Their careers and
livelihoods would truly be shattered. After so many years
of education and expense, all Tibetans should be able to
work and practice what they rightfully studied.
We remain hopeful that the Council will reconsider the
clauses and accordingly allow Tibetan nurses to register
and practice in India.
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Request for urgent intervention to stop
shooting and injuring unarmed Tibetans
Date: October 15, 2013
On October 15, 2013, the Tibetan Women’s Association
wrote a letter to H.E. Wei Wei stating that TWA condemns
the shooting and injury of at least 60 Tibetans by Chinese
security forces in Driru, Ngachu, Central Tibet who had
been protesting peacefully.
On October 6, Chinese troops opened fire on Tibetans
who had gathered to call for the release of villager Dorje
Dragtsel. Dragtsel had been detained on October 3,
2013 after objecting to orders from a visiting ‘patriotic
education’ work team, which was attempting to force
Tibetans to raise the Chinese flag and show loyalty to the
Communist Party. The previous week, dozens of Tibetans
in Driru were beaten and injured, and more than 40
detained by security forces, after the authorities failed to
compel locals to raise the Chinese flag for China’s National
Day.
The status of Tibetans living inside Tibet is deteriorating
day by day. Despite international calls on China to take
actions to improve human rights situation inside Tibet,
Chinese authorities are imposing inhuman laws and
actions on unarmed Tibetans for appealing their demands
peacefully. The ongoing self-immolations and persistent
peaceful demonstrations of Tibetans inside Tibet are
evidence enough to show there is indeed a callous
repression of Tibetans by Chinese authorities.
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On the same day, TWA wrote an appeal letter to Shri
Salman Khurshid, the External Affair Minister for his
intervention to stop Chinese government from shooting
and injuring unarmed Tibetans for appealing their
demands peacefully. In response, TWA received a letter
of acknowledgment from him.
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An appeal letter to the Prime Minister of India
On October 17, 2013, the Tibetan Women’s Association
wrote an urgent appeal letter to Shri Manmohan Sing, the
Prime Minister of India. The letter is to urge his Excellency
to bring up the current crisis inside Tibet when he visits
China.
In the letter we have mentioned the human rights crisis in
Tibet; the continuously rising number of self-immolation,
and the Chinese authorities’ further intensification of
repression and crackdowns. The letter includes the recent
tragic crackdown in Driru, which involved the shooting of
at least 60 unarmed Tibetans by Chinese security forces.  
We urged him to raise four points during his visit:
•

The right to preserve and promote Tibetan
language, culture and religion.

•

To respond to the Middle Way Approach and
the negotiations extended by the Exile-Tibetan
leadership.

•

To release the Panchen Gendun Choekyi Nyima,
Tulku Tenzin Delek, and all political prisoners.

•

To open Tibet to international media and truthseeking delegates.
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G20 leaders -Stand with Tibet
Date: September 5, 2013
On the eve of
the G20 summit,
Tibetan Women’s
Association
joined with four
other major nongovernmental
organizations in
Dharamsala and
staged a protest,
asking G20 leaders
to “Unite for Tibet”.  
The aim was to
pressure leaders
into confronting
Xi Jingping about
China’s
60-year
occupation
of
Tibet and its
appalling human
rights
abuses,
while attending
the G20 summit in
St Petersburg on
5th and 6th September. The G20 summit is the premier
international forum for discussing global economic issues
14
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and this year’s summit was the first since Xi Jingping took
over the reins as President of China.
During the protest, the NGOs highlighted the Tibetan
people’s continuous resistance to China’s rule through
various forms of non-violent protests, specifically the
drastic act of self-immolation, and also called urgently
for governments to apply multilateral pressure and stand
together to address the crisis in Tibet.

Representatives from each organization highlighted
the critical situation inside Tibet and urged G20 leaders
to pressure China to restore human rights inside Tibet.
Tibetan Youth Congress’s Informational and International
Relations Secretary Ms Tsewang Dolma said, “China
needs the world as much as the world needs China and
to further strengthen economic ties, the principles and
values that sustain human rights, respect and dignity
should be treated with equal importance.”
Tashi Dolma, president of Tibetan Women’s Association,
focused on ongoing violence perpetrated against
unarmed Tibetans in Diru. She said, “The situation in
15
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Tibet is fast deteriorating; China’s priorities of economic
growth and political stability are implemented through
hard-line policies inside Tibet and the exploitation of its
fragile environment, without respect for human lives or
human rights. The recent instances of Chinese security
forces opening fire on Tibetans celebrating the Dalai
Lama’s birthday in Tawu and beating crowds of Tibetans
protesting illegal diamond mining in Gedrong Zatoe are
examples of the intensified crackdown.”

National Democratic Party of Tibet’s president Gelek
Jamyang mentioned the continuous increase in selfimmolations and urged G20 leaders to devise a new
robust mechanism that has the potential to bring about
the genuine progress of human rights inside Tibet.
Lukar Sham, the acting president of Gu-Chu-Sum
Movement of Tibet said, “Since Xi Jinping came to power,
nations occupied by China such as Tibet, Uyghur, and the
Chinese Mainland Democracy activists, have come to fear
what Xi terms the ‘Chinese dream’. G20 leaders have to
be fully aware of (and accept) the fact that the power and
pride that the Chinese government is currently parading
16
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is built on the blood and destruction of fundamental
human ethics and values.”
The Deputy Program
Director of Students for
a Free Tibet, India, Rashi
Jauhri specifically urged
the Indian government
to take multilateral
action for Tibet.
The campaign on the
eve of the G20 meeting
started with a press
conference and street
demonstration.
The
street demonstration
was carried out by 20
people wearing the masks of 20 leaders acting as if the
world leaders themselves were unanimously urging XiJingping to improve the human rights situation inside Tibet
by submitting a report on Tibet. This street demonstration
was widely covered via the internet and drew people’s
attention to the deteriorating situation inside Tibet.
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29th year of re-establishment of TWA in exile
Date: September 10, 2013

On September 10, 2013, Tibetan Women’s Association
(TWA) celebrated the 29th year of re-establishment of the
association in exile. This association was initially founded
in Lhasa on March 12, 1959 and later reinstated in exile on
September 10, 1984. Today, TWA has 57 regional chapters
across the globe and over 16,000 members outside
Tibet. TWA is the second largest Tibetan NGO and the
only women’s NGO in exile that advocates human rights
for Tibetan women inside Tibet and works to empower
Tibetan women in exile.
On the day, TWA informally organized a gathering of all
the current and pass central and regional executives
(currently present in Dharamsala). There we discussed on
TWA’s works and received open suggestion and advises
from participants. The informal discussion followed by a
18
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grand lunch and photo session. This gathering strengthens
the network of Tibetan women based in Dharamsala and
helps to further improvement of association’s future
works and plans.
Following is statement of TWA’s President on the
celebration of 29th year re-establishment of the
association in exile.

Celebration of TWA’s 29th anniversary in exile
September 10, 2013
Today as we celebrate the 29th year of re-establishment
of Tibetan Women’s Association in exile. Fore mostly,
we heartily honour and remember all the great women
martyrs who led and took part in the greatest uprising on
March 12, 1959 and bravely sacrificed their lives in the
struggle.   We share our solidarity with all our brothers and
sisters who set themselves alive with fathomless courage
and dream to free Tibetans from Chinese repression and
make every Tibetan’s dream come true.
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TWA is a historic association run by Tibetan women from
all three provinces to struggle against Chinese oppression,
take equal responsibility to preserve her unique culture
and to maintain a high-quality of social and political
activism. It was initially founded on 12th March 1959
when Tibetan women led an uprising to revolt against
China’s brutal occupation of Tibet, killing almost a million
Tibetans and destroyed thousands of monasteries.  

This association was reinstated in exile on 10th September,
1984 by Tibetan women under the guidance and blessing
of His Holiness the XIVth Dalai Lama. His Holiness the
Dalai Lama mentioned about the disappearance of
Tibetan Women’s organization that existed before and
also expressed importance and benefits of having such
organization in society on 6th September, 1984, in his
address at the pre-advisory meeting on the selection of
the ninth members of the Tibetan Parliament. TWA has
a very humble beginning with 800 Tibetan women as
the members of the association and opened 12 regional
chapters across India.
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Today, TWA is the one of the oldest NGO in our exile
community, encompasses 16,000 members in 56 regional
chapters across four continents (Asia, America, Europe,
and Australia).

With blessing of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and
remembering the undying spirit of fellow brothers and
sisters, we put our best effort to bring up Tibet issue on
International platforms to spread the awareness and get
justice to our cause. At the same time, our focus remains
on strengthening our exile community by supporting the
education of women, organizing various trainings and
workshops to empower Tibetan women in exile.
We have clearly stated our projects, campaigns, activities
and future plans at the XIth Working Committee Meeting
held this July at Dhondenling Tibetan settlement.
In the recent years the Tibetan community has come to
know of the massive environmental destruction in Tibet
besides global warming and climate change as the wreaking
havoc on the Tibetan plateau.   The rapid environment
degradation has caused floods in the neighboring
21
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countries and
desertification
of grasslands
in Tibet. An
old gentleman
n a m e d
Phurgyal from
a small village
below Mungra
town, eastern
Tibet
could
not bear to
see
further
desertification
of grassland near his village and took the greatest initiative
and effort to plant trees on the desert. He started his
work in 2003 and the land which was once a desert is
now a forest. Tibetan Women’s Association has translated
Phurgyal’s documentary into English with the hope and
determination to submit, discuss and distribute this
great initiative at international and national environment
platforms.
June 2013, we have started with a yearlong project titled
‘Legal Empowerment of Tibetan Women in Exile’, a direct
outreach program and essentially an educational and
empowerment
program
on
Human Rights
and women’s
legal rights. The
program aims
to encourage
women
to
pursue justice
22
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rather than wait for its appearance, informs them about
its means and procedures, and also emphasizes the
strength of sisterhood and to overcome the atrocities
against women. We remain committed to expand this
project after the evaluation meeting and public interest
demands so.  

This year we welcomed interns from Middle East countries
to share and understand each other’s livelihood, culture
and struggles. We believe we are able to learn and promote
one another’s unique culture and powerful struggle
through such exchange programs. Alongside, we are even
working on comparative articles in order to observe and
study the two different ethnic’s struggles. We believe all
these works are significant moves to spread awareness
on Tibet.

23
voice.indd 23

1/3/2014 12:09:02 PM

Voice-TWA’s Newsletter

We the Tibetan Women’s Association appeals for:
1. Middle Way Policy as adopted by Central Tibetan
Administration in exile is the approach to resolve
the issue of Tibet, and to bring about stability and
coexistence between the Tibetan and Chinese people
based on equality and mutual favorable policy.
Therefore, we strongly appeal International committees
and Tibet support groups to urge and pressure China
to restart the dialogue and forgo all the misconception
it held against the policy.
2. Tibetans inside Tibet are suffering under the Chinese
hard line policies over last 60 years; this callous policy
aims to destroy the root of Tibetan ethnicity and we
therefore request the International committee to send
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to Tibet.
3. Tibetans struggle has been the most peaceful
resistance, yet China holds discriminative and ruthless
policies against Tibetans and connects our struggle to
that of terrorism and splitists. China has accused His
Holiness the XIVth Dalai Lama, the world’s renowned
ambassador of peace and non-violence as splitist and
exile Tibetans’ democratically elected political leader,
Dr. Lobsang Sangay as a terrorist. China will solely
be responsible for aftermath of such bigotry and
injustice.
4. The unbearable hard line policies and injustice have
compelled many Tibetans to self-immolate. However
the Chinese government has never communicated
to the Chinese people about the reality behind selfimmolations; therefore it is high time for international
community and people to unite and stand for Tibet.
24
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5. We urge United Nation’s Committee on Enforced
Disappearance to pressure China to release His
Holiness the 11th Panchen Lama, Tulku Tenzin Delek
and all the political prisoners. We remain very much
concerned about their health conditions and well being.
We the Central and Regional Tibetan Women’s
Association have appealed to the International Court
of Justice, UNICEF, UN-Women and United Nation
High Commissioner for Human Rights to intensify
their pressure to stop China from framing and plotting
the family members, friends and relatives of selfimmolators as murderers and inciters. We remain
committed to continue with more such campaigns.
To conclude, we pray for His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s
long life and may we reunite in Tibet very soon.
Thank you
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Stand to say NO to China’s election to the
United Nations Human Rights Council
Date: November 12, 2013

On November 12, Tibetan Women’s Association
collaborated with Tibetan Youth Congress, Gu Chu Sum
Movement of Tibet, National Democratic Party of Tibet,
and Students for a Free Tibet–India, and staged a protest
at McLeod Ganj in Dharamshala as a part of the global
campaign to urge the 193 UN missions and the Foreign
Ministries worldwide to vote “No” to China’s bid for reelection to the UN Human Rights Council.
To urge United Nations Member States to show their
commitment to human rights and to Tibet, Tibetans and
Tibet supporters all across the world campaigned through
different activities. The online petition on Avaaz.com
26
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(“Is this Tibet’s
big
chance?”)
received
one
million signatures
from the global
citizens.
The protest was
demonstrated
through a short
street play where
a person in a mask of China’s president Xi-Jingping stood
in the middle of people who were entirely wrapped in
black cloth. These people covered in black cloth represent
Tibetans inside Tibet, who are living under the harsh
policy of China and deprived of basic human fundamental
rights. The campaign was participated by local Tibetans,
Indians, and tourists from different countries.
Despite the protests and urges made by Tibetans and
Tibet support groups all across the world, China has made
it to the 47-seat United Nations Human Rights Council.
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TWA observes United Nations’ CEDAW day
Date: November 25, 2013
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In observance of the United Nations’ ‘Convention on
Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women,’
(CEDAW), the Tibetan Women’s Association (TWA)
organized a campaign to draw the attention of UN CEDAW
committee to  the status of Tibetan women inside Tibet,
affected adversely under the Chinese policies. Although
China has made commitments to the UN to abide by
the UN conventions, it is palpable that China has been
critically disengaged with its international commitments
and its very own constitutional confirmations. The family
planning   policy that prohibits Tibetan women from
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having a certain number
of children infringes on
the reproductive rights of
Tibetan women. Rampant
cases forced abortion
and sterilization violates
a women’s human right.
Even the policies in the
field of education deters
a Tibetan from learning
one’s own mother tongue.
It forces Tibetan nuns and
monks to comply with
the patriotic re-education
campaign. Even the employment policies discriminate
Tibetans, particularly Tibetan women by not according
equal pay for equal work. The basic fundamental rights
such as freedom of speech and expression are curtailed.

The draconian and repressive Chinese policies violates the
social, political, economic and religious rights of Tibetan
women thus compelling Tibetans to resort to extreme
measures to make themselves heard. Since 2009, 123
30
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Tibetans have committed acts of self-immolation and of
them 20 are women: mothers, young students and nuns.
Therefore TWA stands in solidarity with the Tibetans
inside Tibet and advocates their aspirations-freedom
inside Tibet and to live with human dignity.
In the campaign, many Indian participated and expressed
their solidarity by leaving messages on the white sheet
hanged on the wall.
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11th Working Committee Meeting
Date: July 18 to 22, 2013

This year Tibetan Women’s Association held its 11th
Working Committee Meeting at Dhondenling settlement,
Kollegal from July 18 to July 22, 2013.
115 regional executives from 27 regional Tibetan Women’s
Association chapters in different parts of India and Nepal
gathered to attend the meeting.
For the function, Ken Rinpoche of Sera Jey was invited as
the special guest and other guests of honours were Zochen
Tulku Dhonga Nyima of Zogchen Monastery, former TWA
president and current member of the Tibetan Parliament
in exile Dr. B.Tsering, and the head of the local assembly
Passang Dorjee.
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The first Working Committee Meeting took place in
Dharamsala in 1985, the year after the re-establishment
of Tibetan Women’s Association in exile. Midway through
each term, executive members of the central and regional
chapters of TWA congregate to assess the initiatives
undertaken since the prior meeting and strategies for
future endeavors.

During the first two days of this year’s Working Committee
Meeting, executives from the central and regional
chapters will give briefings on the various activities their
respective chapter has spearheaded over the past 18
months since newly elected executive members have
33
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assumed leadership. In keeping with the principles of
transparency and accountability, representatives will
disclose their project and financial activities, and open
the floor to questions from their peers.
In addition, the meeting attendees reviewed and evaluated
the progress of resolutions made during the 10th General
Body Meeting (GBM). TWA’s General Body Meeting is held
once every three years, and brings together members of
TWA to democratically elect the executive members of
the Central TWA office for a term of three years.
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The final three days of the Working Committee Meeting
served as a period of envisioning and planning, where
participating members discussed the agendas that Central
TWA has proposed. Then through consensus, they passed
new resolutions to be implemented for the next twenty
months of their tenure.
TWA’s
president
Tashi
Dolma
stated, “There are
lots of women’s
organizations
around the world,
but TWA is the
only
women’s
organization in exile.
Every organization
has different goals
and purposes. We
are quite different
from the other
organizations
because we are an
organization of a nation which lost its independence.
The purpose of the re-establishment of this NGO is to
continue the struggle for freedom of the Tibetan people
and the return of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, and also
to empower Tibetan women in exile. What TWA stands
for in the exile community today is all thanks to the hard
work of the previous executives and we promise that we
will continue to work hard for the future development of
this organization.”
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Grassroots Women Empowerment and
Leadership Training
July 15 to 17, 2013

Tibetan Women’s Association led a 3-day Grassroots
Women Empowerment and Leadership training at
Dhondenling Tibetan settlement, Kollegal, Karnataka
state to our 115 women leaders from 24 regional chapters
based in India and Nepal.   The regional executives had
the best of learning from the expert trainers that TWA
managed to get to Dhondenling.
Day One, July 15th 2013
Ms. Namgyal Tsekyi, Local Tibetan Justice Commissioner,
South zone started her session by Introducing the
Tibetan Charter which includes (Equality before law and
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equal protection of law, Fundamental rights under the
Charter & its enforcement, Introduction of the Tibetan
Judicial System in exile-hierarchy, Jurisdiction etc.) She
also spoke about the Law of marriage and divorce in
India. The grassroots leaders were introduced to Indian
constitution’s important rights and provisions applicable
to Tibetans as foreigners.

After lunch, Ms. Tsekyi spoke about women’s rights in
regards to crimes against women in the form of rape,
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molestation, sexual assault, domestic violence. She
articulated the points and topics so well that it not only
helped the participants understand their rights but also
encouraged them to take action whenever they see a
woman being a victim of any injustice. Most importantly,
she had two hours of question and answer session with
the trainees.
Day Two, July 16th 2013

Tenzin Tseyang, Coordinator/Trainer for the Women’s
Empowerment Desk, Central Tibetan Administration was
the trainer of the day. The topic of the day was ‘Women’s
Empowerment and Women Leadership’. Motivating
women to become women leaders both in personal and
professional spheres was the foundation of the day long
training. The women leaders then had a small activity to
check how well they understand themselves; the activity
was fun but a good piece of advice to become cognisant
of one’s own capacity and the work they do in everyday
life.
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The Kashag’s policy on Women Empowerment was a point
of discussion and we particularly talked about the need
to strengthen women’s role in the administrative and
politics of the democratic Tibetan community which can
be a positive consequence of Women Empowerment.

Some breathers were cooperated in the training to access
leadership skills of the women; everyone had much to
laugh but more importantly, they learned much more
through the breathers as it was way more practical and
realistic.
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The final session saw the women divided into groups;
they had to write a case story (real or imaginative one)
on a chart and another group had to discuss the case,
find a solution to solve the problem in the case story.
Finally each group had to enact how they would solve the
problem in the case story.

Tseyang la engaged the women through group discussions,
role plays and breathers to interact and thereby creating
enough space for the women to discuss and learn
together.
Day Three, July 17th 2013
TWA’s General Secretary, Nyima Lhamo, led the morning
session of the final day; her topic focused on empowering
and educating the women leaders about ‘Internet Security,
media and messaging and lobby’.
The most important part of the morning session was
about internet and online security; to help the women
leaders to learn about vulnerabilities of the technology
we use and to show some ways to keep them more secure
40
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and safe from the areas of: internet browsing and e-mail,
viruses, drives and file sharing, and social networks. The
learning proved helpful through the balancing video clips
which aided in explanation of the concepts.

The session continued to cover the basics, process, types,
and positive communication. The learning curve was;
communication skills are not about personal or positional
power but it’s an art, a skill, and an asset for you to become
successful in your field. Such a skill helps you to tailor your
communications to maximize your effectiveness.
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Dr. B. Tsering, TWA’s former President and Member of the
Tibetan Parliament in Exile, was the trainer of the afternoon
session. Dr. B. Tsering’s focus was on ‘Empowering Tibetan
Women in Exile’, with some important ‘Reflections
and Recommendations’. The training overview simply
looked into ‘Historical and Political review, Women and
Civil Society, and Empowering Women through Policy
’. Since 1959, women have had equal franchise rights,
opportunity for education and jobs with equal pay but
then the ultimate question still remains with no answer;
women are missing in the decision making bodies, women
are stuck in gender-stereotypical roles.
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The ‘Women’s Empowerment Policy of the CTA’ was also
a point of discussion.  Few important concerns were also
raised through the discussion as to lack of implementation
body, no time frame for implementation and how the
policy reinforces Gender-Stereotypical roles.
The recommendations included; Mainstream gender
into public programs, Social empowerment, Political
empowerment, addressing implicit biases based on gender,
and Improve engagement in women’s empowerment
issues. We just hope that the recommendations are
valued and bring the changes required.
Conclusion:
At the end of the training, the women leaders seemed
to have understood that a lasting change can only be
achieved when women have access to both knowledge
and resources. An empowered woman can be defined as
being in control of her own life; the women leaders took
home the message that for empowerment, it is important
to know the person you are through one’s wants such as
goals or dreams of life.
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Interfaith Coalition for Peace, Women’s Journey
in Bhubaneswar
Date: August 21 to 24, 2013

Central Tibetan Women’s Association’s General Secretary
Ms. Nyima Lhamo la and Women Environment and
Development Desk officer Dorji Kyi participated in the
program ‘Women’s Interfaith Journey’ organized by the
Interfaith Coalition for peace.
Interfaith Coalition for Peace is a secular non-profit
organization. It aims to enable people from different
faiths to fully realize their rights as human beings and
to attain and sustain an equitable and dignified life. The
organization constantly works on peace, reunion and
impartiality among the different faiths.
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This year the
program was held
in Bhubaneswar
and TWA received
the privilege to
participate and
advocate
Tibet
and women’s issue
to various Indian
communities and
institutions. Both
the participants
found this journey
an educational and
inspiring.
Following is the full report of the trip and participant’s
personal reflection of ICP Women’s Journey in
Bhubaneswar.
Day one:
Our ICP women’s journey started from Indira Gandhi
International Airport where we met the fellow friends
from different works of life and from different faith. It is
our first time participation in this ICP program and we had
so many questions regarding the organization and their
work.
Mr. Akshay Kumar, IPC coordinator of Orissa came to the
airport to receive us and took us to Hotel Crown where
we stayed for 4 days. It was a very nice place. We didn’t
do much work on the first day as few of the participants
were yet to come. We took this opportunity and went to
visit few religious places like the Shanti Stupa at Dhauli
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and Rock Edicts of Asoka. We also had the opportunity
to meet Most Rev. John Barwa, Archbishop of Cuttack –
Bhubaneswar. It was a very informative meeting as we
learned about the details of conflict between Hindus and
Christians in many villages near Bhubaneswar.
Day two:

We headed to Naugar village at 8 am from our hotel and
it took almost 2 hours to reach the village. AB Women’s
Degree College staff and students gave us a grand welcome.
Their building is under construction and everything looks
undeveloped but these are people with big hearts. They
welcomed us with sweets, flowers and made us feel
really special. Deepali Madam introduced all of us to the
college principal, staff and students. Many of us spoke to
the bright students and it was a source of wisdom for us
too.   Later we had lunch at a villager’s house and they
served us varieties of Oriya dish. It was really nice. After
lunch we had interaction with village women regarding
health, pension and encouraging them to start small
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business. We know that this was an exposure trip for us
but still wish we could have done something for them.
Day three:

With immense interest and enthusiasm, we started from
the hotel to Boti gaon; where we met with the local
families belonging to different faiths. The interaction
with the locals somehow turned unnatural and guarded
as it coincided with the anniversary of the conflict that
happened in the area years back. However, on the whole
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the interaction proved interesting. It’s always amazing to
see how the people there have overcome the conflict and
started living together as one or should I say as human
beings.
Day four:

The final day was quite a day; started off to Utkal University,
for the discussion with students and staffs of the school
of Women’s Studies on ‘Role of women in promotion of
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peace and harmony’. The question and answer session
proved very helpful and interactive. We remain thankful
to the school for hosting the lunch and then it was just
packing and starting off to the airport.
Conclusion:
Thank you very the whole team of ICP for creating such a
beautiful platform for women to come together to learn
and share. Thank you Deepali ji for taking the lead and Mr.
Akshay Kumar for coordinating the trip in Bhubaneshwar.
Thank you Father Samuel for making to Bhubaneshwar
on the final day despite your busy schedule. Thank you
very much.
Dorji Kyi’s Personal Reflection of the ICP Women’s
Journey in Bhubaneswar

This is my first time participation in this IPC program. To
be honest I had mixed feeling regarding the whole trip.
Personally it was a really beneficial trip for me. I had the
opportunity to meet such wonderful women, visit new
places, a grand place to stay and 4 days of good food. As
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the purpose,
it was truly
an exposure
trip and I have
learned
so
much in these
4 days. For that
I want to thank
the whole ICP
team. When
we visited the
villages
and
spoke to the
villagers and the students, we asked about their problems
and other issues troubling them. This was done with the
aim to learn something from them but at the same time
I wish we could have done something for them. It would
be so nice if we can discuss about their problems and find
a way to help them, could be in any small way. Another
thing is the time we spent on travelling. Both 2nd and 3rd
day, we spent more hours on the road rather than at the
village. And the final thing which was troubling me was
the expensive place where we stayed and the expensive
food that we ate. I really wish we could have stayed at a
simple clean hotel and ate the local food (which is really
good) and spend the extra money for the villages we
visited or the colleges. Overall this entire trip gave me the
exposure I needed and met many wonderful sisters from
whom I have learned so much.
Thank you so much for everyone.
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Nyima Lhamo’s
reflections

Personal

Recommendations

and

I would like to thank ICP for making Tibetan Women’s
Association a part of this programme. It was a nice
experience meeting the sisters of different faiths, getting
to spend time with each other and learning about each
other’s culture and backgrounds. It was the right module
of example to inspire and encourage others about
coexistence and harmony.

This journey opened more avenues to collaborate and
collectively work together in strengthening the community
at the grassroots level.
The aims and objectives behind the programme highly
appreciated and would love to be of any assistance if
required. I am just an e-mail or a phone call away.
REQUEST: As revered Father Packiam Samuel stated
about his plan at the Biju Patnaik airport, I would love to
see a meeting happening; where some participants from
journey can meet and discuss to take the journey to the
next level.
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PLEDGE: Tibetan Women’s Association will continue our
activities focused on spreading the message of peace,
non-violence, communal harmony. We will look for more
platforms to represent ourselves as women, as human
beings to connect
Ways to better the programme:
Would have been better if we could spend more time
to interact, learn and discuss. This time, we spent more
on travelling and at the end of the day; nothing much
came into our hands. Or maybe we could have done with
women organizations, colleges and universities within the
city instead of travelling 5-6hours in bus.
Maybe we could have done with little less expensive
rooms and food. The hospitality was of supreme quality
and I am not sure if I was worth it.
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The Tibetan Women’s Association stands with
the victim and her family
Date: August 22, 2013
Soon after news of a Tibetan minor girl being allegedly
raped by two Tibetan men namely Nyima Tai and Choephel
in Mundgod Tibetan Settlement - South India, the regional
Tibetan Women’s Association (Mundgod) contacted the
Settlement Officer.

The next day, TWA’s Vice President - Samten Chodon
left for Mundgod to confirm the news. Upon reaching
there, she met with the parents of the victim along with
the Settlement Officer and RTWA Executives and further
studied the case. With the parent’s consent, they decided
to file a case against the two culprits which was soon
followed by the local police arresting the accused.
53
voice.indd 53

1/3/2014 12:14:53 PM

Voice-TWA’s Newsletter

On August 26, the Minister (Kalon) for the Department
of Home, Dolma Gyari and representatives from 24
different associations/institutions convened a meeting
in Mundgod Tibetan Settlement. Dolma Gyari mentioned
‘The Department of Home shall provide any necessary
assistance to both the victim and her family.’ She further
requested to form a committee to support the victim’s
family to attend the court’s hearing.

It is sad and appalling that such case has happened in the
Tibetan community; however we believe it is never too
late to take concrete action against such heinous acts.
The Tibetan Women’s Association (within its power) has
and will support those who are victims of injustice and
cruelty in any form.
Starting this year, the TWA has begun a one year project
which aims to provide Legal Rights education/workshop
at various Tibetan settlements across India.
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TWA to attend Asia Democracy Network
Founding Assembly
October 21 to 25, 2013
Reporter: Tenzin Dekyi, Research and Media officer,
Tibetan Women’s Association
On behalf of Tibetan Women’s Association, I would
like to thank Tenzin Palkyi la (National Endowment for
Democracy) for putting all efforts to make it possible for
TWA to attend Asia Democracy Network conference in
South Korea.

Introduction
The founding assembly of Asia Democracy Network (ADN)
conference was held in conjunction with the 3rd Seoul
Democracy Forum (SDF-III) hosted and organized by the
Korean Democracy Foundation (KDF) in Seoul, South
Korea from 21 to 24 October, 2013.
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The proposed Founding Assembly of the ADN is a joint
initiative of Korean Democracy Network (KDN) which
is composed of four democracy-related organizations,
namely Korea Democracy Foundation (KDF), Korea
Human Rights Foundation (KHRF), Center for Korean
Women and Politics (CKWP) and East Asia Institute (EAI)
in partnership with like-minded civil society organizations
and institutions engaged in democracy promotion in Asia,
including 15 Organizing Committee members for the
ADN’s founding assembly.

This founding assembly of Asia Democracy Network
focused on challenges of Democratization to Civil Society
in Asia and linked relativity of Democracy to Peace and
Development.
The Joint theme of the conference was “Challenges of
Inclusive Democratization to Civil Society in Asia; Linking
Democracy to Peace and Development” and following are
the topics that the conference focused under the theme:
*

Peace Building, Development and Democracy in
Asia

*

Defending and Empowering Civil Society in Asia
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*

Strengthening Democratic Governance in Asia

*

Civic and Democracy Education in Asia

*

Poverty, Inequality and Democracy in Asia

The primary goal of ADN is to promote and consolidate
democracy and democratic governance making use of
international cooperation and solidarity in the fields of
information-sharing, capacity-building, research and
advocacy, in particular through international engagement
in intern-governmental processes and through actionoriented research on democracy. ADN aims to be a
watchdog for a mature democracy in Asia.
This conference was joined by the over 80 civic leaders
and democracy activists from all corners of Asia.
Day one (21st October, 2013):

As I got visa late, I was unable to attend the welcome
session held on 20th October. However, I reached South
Korea on 21st October and able to attend the actual session
on time. The launching of the Asia Democracy Network
was welcomed by Dr. Bong-scuk Sohn, the president of
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Center for Korean Women and Politics on behalf of the
Korean Democracy Network. Dr. Sohn talked briefly on
Korean democratization, diversity of Asia and importance
of international network of civil society organizations
and networks as well as democracy advocates who are
dedicated to the strengthening of democracy and human
rights in Asia. Dr Sohn also focused on significance of ADN:
ADN’s goal is to promote and consolidate democracy and
democratic governance, and to advance human rights
through international cooperation and solidarity among
democracy advocates and human rights defenders in
Asia.
The conference was divided into three sessions: Thematic
Session in the morning, Country session on Civil Society
Space in the afternoon and Networking Session in the
evening.
The Thematic Session in the morning was focused on
emerging challenges to participatory democracy in AsiaCivil society response and strategies.
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The panelists covered following topics:
*

Human rights defenders by Mr.John from FORUMASIA

*

Freedom of express and independence of media by
Ms Melinda from SEAPA

*

Free and fair election by Mr Ichal from ANFREL

*

Anti-corruption and transparency by Mr. Ran from
TI-Asia

*

Rule of Law by Mr Arlegue from CALD

*

Gender and democracy by Ms Kumudini from
DAWN

*

Poverty, development and democracy by Mr Netra
Prasad from SAAPE

*

ODA and democracy by Mr. Massaki Ohasi from
JANIC/ADA

Panelists were given very short time to speak on the topic
and all of them connect their topic with the real situation
in their own countries. I came to know more detail on
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how civilians in all these Asian nations are deprived from
enjoying the real democracy and how the activists and
NGO play crucial roles in defending the fundamental rights
of citizens. Even all these Asian nations are independent;
they are facing such a difficult situation under their own
government. The political situation in countries like
Vietnam, Mongolia, Nepal and Cambodia are frightening.
During the tea break I got chance to speak with participants
from Philippines and Nepal. With the Philippine lady,
I talked about Tibetan Women’s Organization and its
important role in empowering Tibetan women and in  
strengthening the Tibetan communities. She knew about
Dalai Lama and Tibet is under Chinese occupation, but
asked me to tell her more detail on the current status of
Tibetans inside Tibet. I enjoyed talking with her because
her questions and curiosities were to know about the real
situation of Tibetan people inside Tibet, not about the
scenic landscape of Tibetan plateau and Dharamsala.
With a participant from Nepal, I talked about the
situation in Nepal. He said that even though he is a full
time activist to advocate democracy and human rights,
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he doesn’t know much about Tibetan issue. The present
Nepal administration is not only damaging the freedom of
Tibetans in Nepal, but all citizens are unhappy. I told him
about deteriorating situation of Tibetans in Nepal: the
way in which Nepal polices treated Tibetans badly during
the uprising in 2008 and also about the secret cremation
of two monks who self-immolated in Nepal. The core
purpose of interacting with participants from Nepal is
to strengthen the relationship between the Nepali and
Tibetan community in Nepal.
The Country Session on Civil Society Space in the
afternoon covered on “Defending Civil Society Space”
and “Promoting Safe and Enabling Environment in Asia.”
The session was held in various rooms and each session
had three to four panelists from different countries in
Asia. I joined in the session with panelists from China,
Mongolia and Vietnam. Han Dongfan, a Han Chinese and
the director of China Labour Bulletin from HongKong
spoke on Labour’s movement in China. He said that rise
of Labour’s movement is one of the major push of civil
society for democratization of China. It is clear that in
China, there isn’t space provided by the government for
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labourers to raise their issues but the emerging power of
labour in China is the result of labourers’ push. He also
mentioned role of social media like ‘Weibo’ to strengthen
the network between lawyers, workers, activists and
writers. After the session, Q&A opportunity was given to
participants and I raised a question to Mr. Han Dongfan
about his bulletin’s activeness and focus on minorities’
labour rights in China. He answered that so far he didn’t
highlight the minorities’s labour rights due to its political
sensitiveness, but he has done extensive researches and
planning to extend his bulletin to cover more issues in
future.
The evening session discussed on selection of steering
committee for the founding assembly of Asia Democracy
Network and all the regional and international networks
and organization raise their candidates.

Day Two and Three (22nd and 23rd October, 2013):
The day two and three were divided with plenary session
and other five sessions:

62
voice.indd 62

1/3/2014 12:16:32 PM

Women’s Empowerment

Plenary session covered on Peace, Development and
Democracy in Asia.
Asian Nations, each forming a modern state from the
ruins of World War II after enduring the colonial rule of
Western powers, share the experience of putting off or
delaying the establishment of democratic values and
system based on the argument of “development first,
democracy later.”

Asian Nations also suffered a double ordeal from the
“security firs, democracy later” thinking that emerged
from experiencing the Korean and Vietnam Wars following
World War II. Given this background, through this forum
they shared experiences in democratic governance and
strengthening of civil society capability at both regional
and global levels.
Democracy and civil society in Asia today face a two-sided
situation where economic crisis is threatening the lowest
level of procedural democracy and there is at the same time
advancement toward an era of development cooperation
that seeks “sustainable development” based on a concept
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of development assistance that emphasizes reciprocity
rather than donation. Democratic values grounded in civil
society, on overcoming the limitations of representative
democracy through raising civic consciousness and on
the philosophy and importance of democratic citizenship
education as prerequisite and precondition for the
realization of participatory democracy.
Day Four (24th October):

Field trip to Demilitarized Zone was very educational and
a historic place to visit.
It has been 55 years since two people and the land of Korea
was torn apart by the Korean War. This Demilitarized Zone
splits the peninsula into two and even now Korea considers
it as a reminder of their nation’s pain and frustration, and
also an endangering factor to world peace and a shame to
civilization. Nevertheless, the whole area of DMZ is also
the historical stage for an incredible ecological revival,
bustling with nature and life, which no manpower can
substitute. The isolation from wars, conflicts and killings
has transformed the territory into a peaceful habitat for
wildlife.
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The Korean War not only caused tremendous suffering
and terrible damage to the Korean race but also brought
about international effects intensifying the confrontation
between the United States and the Soviet Union. The
Korean War also inflicted severe losses in a socioeconomic
respect. In spite of differences of the losses depending on
the data, it was miserable warfare that caused more than
4.8 million causalities on both sides.
The establishment of DMZ is based upon the “Armitice
Agreement” signed on July 27th, 1953. The article states
that the military demarcation line shall be fixed and both
sides shall withdraw two kilometers form this line so as
to establish a demilitarized zone between the opposing
forces. A demilitarized zone shall be established as a
buffer zone to prevent the occurrence of incidents which
might lead to a resumption of hostilities.

We spent a night at The Korea DMZ Peace-Life Valley; this
valley holds the values and aspiration to create a ‘desirable
development model’ that conserves the ecology, history
and culture of the DMZ region while improving the quality
of life of its inhabitants.
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Day Five (25th October, 2013):
On 25th October, we came back to Seoul from DMZ and
we were received at KDF office for refreshment and tour
in the archive of KDF office. The archive is maintained at
international level, all the data, letters, pictures, cassettes,
tapes, videos, dresses, equipment, etc are maintained
amazingly well! The archive is enriched by all these historic
proofs of the history of the democratization movement in
Korea. This tour was educational and eye opening.
After this, we were invited to have final farewell lunch
and all the participants in this DMZ tour said goodbye to  
each other.   

Conclusion
Journey to attend this ADN conference was very
educational; I got opportunity to see how human rights
activists from different parts of Asia work hard to enhance
democracy and human rights in their own countries.
There are many things that we should learn from the
other Asian nations who suffered under colonization and
then to built a democratic nation.
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This journey to South Korea is my first exposure to see
the lands beyond my exile home. After meeting people
from different parts of the world and seeing the culture,
lifestyle, food, and landscape of South Korea I realized
the truth of this famous line “The world is a book and
those who do not travel read only one page” said by St.
Augustine. I thank each and every individual who make
this journey memorable and important to advocate the
status of Tibetans inside Tibet.  
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TWA’s Contribution to Phuntsokling Tibetan
Settlement
Central Tibetan Women’s Association donated Rs. 50,000
to Phuntsokling settlement office as a contribution to the
farmers of the Settlement in helping them rebuild their
livelihood that was devastated by the cyclone.
On 12th October 2013, the devastating cyclone Phailin
with wind gust of 240km/ph that swept across the eastern
coast of India and destroyed everything in its way. The
effect of the devastating storm was massively severe on
the coastal neighborhood of Gopalpur (the epicenter)
in Ganjam district of the state. As Phuntsokling Tibetan
settlement is located at 80 kms from Gopalpur, the standing
crop of corn (75 days old crop) were entirely destroyed by
the gust of the storm. Apart from the crops; fruit trees,
some dwelling houses, cattle sheds and electricity poles
within the settlement were also badly damaged by the
storm. Fortunately, no lives were lost.

68
voice.indd 68

1/3/2014 12:17:39 PM

Women’s Empowerment

Women of Stitches of Tibet share their stories
Richoe Dolma:
My name is Richoe Dolma.
I was born in Dharamsala,
India in 1967. I live in
Tibetan Children’s Village
(TCV) Handicraft Centre.
I am a former Tibetan
Children’s
Village
school student. From
1980-1983, I trained in
Tibetan Children’s Village
Handicraft Centre. I now
have a lot of experience
and skills for different kinds of designs and stitches. After
I finished my training in 1983 I joined the TCV Handicraft
Centre as an employee. I spent about nineteen years in
TCV Handicraft Centre as an employee. After nineteen
years I left my job and I worked from my home taking
stitching orders for others in the community. During my
nineteen years with TCV Handicraft Centre I gained a lot
of experience.
In 2012 I joined Stitches of Tibet (S.O.T.), a project initiated
by Tibetan Women’s Association, as a tailoring teacher. I
wish to teach all of my skills and share my experience to
students of S.O.T. I have really enjoyed teaching stitching
at S.O.T. I am very happy with the students also because
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they work very hard in their classes. The students do
very well after completing the course. Now in 2013 our
students have been at S.O.T. for seven months. I also
gained teaching experience and have learned how to help
the students.
Tsering Paldon
My name is Tsering
Paldon. I am 32 years old. I
am from Puruwala (Sakya
Village). I am married. I
have two children. My
son’s name is Tenzin
Yeshi and my daughter’s
name is Tenzin Namgyal.
They are both students at
Tibetan Children’s Village
Day School. I heard that
Stitches of Tibet (S.O.T.),
a
project
initiated
by Tibetan Women’s
Association was in Dharamsala. S.O.T. offers trainings for
Tibetan women that last for eighteen months at a time
so I came here to Dharamsala in 2006. I liked sewing and
I thought it would be good training for me so I decided to
join Stitches of Tibet in 2011. After joining I learned a lot
of new things like how to make chupas and dresses.
S.O.T. provides English language classes and Computer
classes for all of the tailoring students. These classes are
very helpful. I now operate computers and I use social
networks like Face book. Through Facebook I can send
messages to my friends and relatives.
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After eighteen months I completed my training. Tibetan
Women’s Association me an additional opportunity for
me to stay for one and a half years. When my training
course finished I was given a job with S.O.T. as the sales
woman and assistant teacher. I really enjoy this job and I
am satisfied with my work.
After a training is done, new students come and are
sometimes new comers from Tibet. They tell stories of
Tibet which makes me happy because I have never been
to Tibet. I also found many friends. They are very caring
and friendly.
I am really proud to be a part of S.O.T. which not only
gave me the opportunity to learn sewing but also brought
me on as an employee. I learned a lot of skills and now
make traditional Tibetan wear and use the computer at
my home. I also now have sales experience.
Finally, I thank S.O.T. for making my life beautiful and
helping me become self reliant.
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4th Advanced Tibetan Women’s Leadership
Training
Date: December 25th to 31st, 2013
Venue: Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi

Organized by the Empowerment Through Action Desk
(ETA) of Tibetan Women’s Association, the ATWLT project
is designed to empower Tibetan women on the leadership
front and to bolster female representation in leadership
roles in the exile Diaspora.
The week-long training will cover 3 phases of: Identifying,
Inculcating and Implementing leadership skills and
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strategy. We will bring together professional trainers,
leaders and activists, such as: Lynda Ongel Lepcha
(Director of Holistic Training Solutions), Tenzin Dhardon
Sharling (Member of Tibetan Parliament in Exile and
Co-Chair, International Tibet Network) and Jaya Iyer,
professional leadership trainer through the arts, to lead the
training. The package includes: Critical thinking, Personal
Effectiveness, Communications strategy, leading self and
others, Leadership strategy and execution. Outbound
training include: project implementation, heritage walks,
lobbying Indian leaders, site visit to Media studios and
possible participation in studio debates and an exclusive
panel discussion with famed women achievers.
TWA will cover all costs including: travel, lodging, food
and training materials.
We therefore request Tibetan women to participate in
this vital program of empowering women and moulding
future women leaders.
Please contact:
Mobile number 0-9882502821 / 0-9418432110 or
E-mail tibwomen@gmail.com / twaetadesk@gmail.com
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World River’s Day

Giving prime concern and importance to the significance
of Tibet’s river to the fragile environment of Tibet and
the downstream nations, Women’s Environment and
Development Desk (WEDD) of the Central Tibetan
Women’s Association organized a public seminar on
Tibet’s River and its importance for Asia’s sustainability on
30th September, 2013. The day is internationally marked
as the ‘World River’s Day’.  
Since there is urgent need of a public awareness event
within our own community, this event was specifically
aimed to inform and spread awareness about the
importance of the rivers in Tibet and its adverse effects of
climate change on the roof of the world.
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TWA received appreciation for organizing this event from
Mark Angelo, the chair and founder of River’s Day and
the chair Emeritus of the Rivers Institute at the British
Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT), he said “I have
travelled on several rivers in and around Tibet and your
event is very timely and important. Rivers are integral to
all life and yet many waterways continue to be impacted
by inappropriate practices and inadequate protection.”

TWA invited Mr. Tenzin Norbu (Head of the Environment
and Development office of CTA) and Ms. Tenzin Dhardon
Sharling (Member of Tibetan Parliament in Exile and Cochair of International Tibet Network) as the speakers for
the event.
Mr Tenzin Norbu spoke on ‘Tibet’s Rivers and their
significance for Asia’s sustainability’. He also stressed on
the increasing number of dams being built and planned in
Tibet. As of now in Tibet, around 160 dams are in planning
stage and many are already built. He added that China’s
destructive policies towards Tibet’s ecosystem are going
to affect not only Tibet but all the ten down steam nations
including China.
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Ms. Dhardon Sharling addressed about international
campaigns for the protection of Tibet’s rivers and the
importance of finding a tangible solution to the crisis,
mutually by all the downstream nations. She also
pointed that even though we are little late in realizing
the importance of this issue, there is so much we can do
individually and institutionally.

After the seminar and Q&A session, our WEDD officer
Dorji Kyi screened three documentary films on Tibet’s
ecosystem, namely; ‘Melt down in Tibet’ by renowned
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film maker Michael Buckley,  ‘Save Tibet Third Pole’ and
‘Achi Dokmo’ both are productions of the TWA.

This event is one of the many events that our WEDD
organize throughout the year, the core purpose and
establishment of this desk is to disseminate Tibet’s
environment and women’s issues to the international
community and also to create a public awareness event
within our own community.
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TWA and SFT in solidarity with Arctic 30
Date: November 16, 2013

On November 16, 2013 Tibetan Women’s Association and
Students For a Free Tibet did a small campaign in Mcleod
Ganj in solidarity with the Arctic 30.
Russian authorities arrested 28 Greenpeace activists, a
freelance photographer and a freelance videographer
since September 19 when armed Russian authorities
boarded the vessel in the Pechora Sea. They took part in
a peaceful protest at Gazprom’s oil rig to call attention to
the threat of oil drilling and climate change.
These brave activists looked at the scientific evidence
of man-made global warming and the threat it poses to
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the Arctic, and decided to do something about it. The
freelance photographer and videographer were there
simply to document their protest. Just as in years past,
the resolve and courage required to win a better future
for our children requires personal sacrifice, a sacrifice the
Arctic 30 are now making. They made their stand in the
interests of us all.
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Reports of Activities of Regional chapters of
TWA
Bhandara

August 20, 2013
RTWA Bandara lobbied on Raksha Bandhan, they met
many local leaders, officers and social workers including
MLA Bhandara Narendra Bhandekar.
Bir
August 20, 2013
On Raksha Bandhan, the executives of regional Tibetan
Women’s Association Bir tied rakhi to SDM, DSP and all
the prdhan (leaders) of nearby villages.
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Bylakuppe

August 7, 2013
RTWA Bylakuppe organized a prayer session to pay
respect to and show solidarity with all the martyrs who
self immolated.
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August 20, 2013
On Raksha Bandhan day, RTWA Bylakuppe executives
went to Mysore to lobby important politicians, leaders
and officials.
August 22, 2013
RTWA Bylakuppe president along with the vice president
of central Tibetan Women Association visited the family
of the little girl who was sexually assaulted by Tibetan
adults in Mundgod.
August 29, 2013
Vice president of the Central Tibetan Women’s Association
visited every camp in the settlement to encourage people
to become members of Tibetan Women’s Association.
September 10, 2013
RTWA Bylakuppe celebrated the 29th anniversary in exile
and invited Ama Tsewang Palmo as a special guest.  RTWA
Bylakuppe members distributed sweet rice and tea to the
public and the occasion was a great success.
September 14, 2013
RTWA Bylakuppe assisted students from Dalai Lama
Institute College who came to the settlement to raise
funds.
September 27, 2013
RTWA organized a candle vigil from Bylakuppe town to
Jangchup stupa. The vigil paid tribute to the martyrs and
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showed solidarity with the families and friends of all the
martyrs.
September 30, 2013
RTWA Bylakuppe organized a candle vigil for all the
martyrs who self-immolated for the Tibetan cause. Many
local people participated to express their solidarity.
Clementown

August 8, 2013
RTWA Dhondupling organized a special prayer service to
mark the completion of Dr. Lobsang Sangay’s second year
in office since he took over the political authority from His
Holiness the Dalai Lama in 2011.  
August 20 & 21, 2013
To strengthen the relationship with the Indian community,
executive members of RTWA Dhondenling visited Shri G.S
Gundwat (City Magistrate), Shri Haraksing Rawat (A.D.M),
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Dr. Jagdish Chandra (S.P.), Shri Harish Chandra Sati (U.P.S)
and many other senior Indian officials.
September 2, 2013
RTWA Dhondupling celebrated the 53rd Tibetan
Democracy Day. The function and the events of the day
were a great success.      
September 28, 2013
On every full moon day, RTWA Dhondupling organizes a
prayer session and on 28th September, the prayer session
was specially held for 41-year-old martyr Shichung.    
September 10, 2013
On the celebration of 29th year of re-establishment
of TWA, RTWA Dhondupling invited MrsSamkyi-la as
the special guest. She is the former executive of RTWA
Dhondupling.
September 27, 2013
To commemorate the 2nd largest Uprising Day by the
Tibetans inside Tibet on 27th September, 1987 against
the illegal occupation of Tibet, Dhondenling organized
with RTYC and NDPT a candle vigil from Doon valley to
Dhera Dun main market.
September 28, 2013
On every full moon day, RTWA Dhondupling organizes a
prayer session and on 28th September, the prayer session
was specially held for 41-year-old martyr Shichung.
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Dalhousie

August 20, 2013
RTWA Dalhousie lobbied important leaders from their
area – Mr. Sanjay Kumar Dhiman (SDM Dalhousie), Dr.
Surender (Tehsildar Dalhousie), Mr. Mohinder Singh Rana
(Naib Tehsildar Dalhousie), Dr. GS Dhillar (Director and
principal) and Mr.VK Singh (Principal) signed the petition
to support the cause of Tibet and many of them expressed
their solidarity.
Delhi
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August 6, 2013
On 6th August, RTWA Delhi organized a candle vigil in
Samyeling Tibetan Colony to honor the late martyr Karma
Nyerten Gyamtso, who self-immolated in Kathmandu on
that very day.
August 15, 2013
RTWA Delhi participated in a function organized by the
Gyathue office to celebrate the Independence Day of
India. The function was held at Samyeling T.C.V Day school
and the special guest was honorable MLA Parladh Sigh
Sawhney.
August 20, 2013
RTWA Delhi lobbied and tied rakhi to some ministers in
New Delhi. Some didn’t sign the petition but expressed
their sympathy and solidarity. RTWA members succeeded
in meeting Law Minister Kapil Sibbal, M.L.A Parladh
Singh Sawhney, Barrister J. M. Mukhi and Union Minister
Yashwant Sinha.
October 24 to November 14, 2013
During Mr. SherabTsedor-la’s indefinite hunger strike at
Jantar Mantar, the executives of RTWA Delhi have been
visiting him to assist and support his spirit and patriotism.
Even on his last day of the hunger strike, they went to
receive him along with the honorable Gyari Dolma
(Minister of Home, CTA), AcharyaYeshi Phuntsok (Member
of Parliament, CTA), Mr. Tenpa (head of the Delhi Berue
office) and other representatives from various NGOs.
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Dharamsala

August 15, 2013
RTWA collaborated with TCCR, SFT and RTYC to celebrate
67th Indian Independence Day. They distributed Indian
sweets and flags to the tourists and local Indians in
the main square of Mcloed Ganj. The event was highly
appreciated by the people.
August 16, 2013
To implement the message of H. H. the Dalai Lama, RTWA
and RTYC Dhasa organized a prayer session at Tsuglagkhang
from 8am to 11am. More than 200 local Tibetans joined
the session.
August 20, 2013
RTWA Dhasa organized a function to celebrate Raksha
Bandhan festival. For the function, they invited Mr.
Agarwal from Himalayan Parivar, Welfare Officer Sonam
Dorjee, Zila Parishad member Prem Sagar, D.F.O Mrs.
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Bashu Koshal, TWA president Tashi Dolma and Vice
President of Himalayan Parivar Mr. Chime Yungdrung.
After the function, RTWA members greeted and tied rakhi
to the D.C and other high Indian officials.
August, 21, 2013
RTWA collaborated with Kunphen and organized
a workshop to spread the awareness about the
disadvantages of consuming drugs. The workshop was
conducted at three different TCV schools (TCV Upper,
Lower and Gopalpur). The invited speakers were Mr.
Dawa Tsering (member of Tibetan parliament in exile and
director of Kunphen), Mr. Rinchen Dorjee (a former drug
addict), Mr. Tezin Lobsang (also a former drug addict) and
Mr. Vikram (worker at Alcohol Anonymous at Kangra and
a former alcoholic). Mr. Rinchen Dorjee and Mr. Tenzin
Lobsang shared their sad experiences and strategies to
avoid drugs. The workshop concluded with a slide show
and documentaries related to the topic.
September 10, 2013
RTWA Dhasa joined with TWA Central to celebrate the
29th year of there-establishment of Tibetan Women’s
Association. The celebration was held at Hotel Tibet and all
past and present central and regional executive members
(based in Dharamsala) were invited. All the attendees
expressively shared their opinions and suggestions to
improve the future activities of TWA.
RTWA Dhasa held Sangsol in the morning at Lhagyalri and
many local Tibetans joined the prayer.
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September 24, 2013
RTWA, RTYC and SFT jointly organized a campaign at
McLeod to express the grief of Tibetan people regarding
the Government of Nepal’s secret cremation of Karma
Ngedon Gyatso.
September 29, 2013
RTWA and RTYC organized a candle vigil to show solidarity
towards the family and friends of martyr Sichung.
October 11, 2013
To express our solidarity towards the people of Driru zong,
who were experiencing a violent crackdown from Chinese
authorities, we organized a candle vigil from McLeod to
the National Martyrs’ Memorial. Around 150 local people
and tourists joined the march and Dri-Sum Association’s
president Ngawang Tharpa and vice president D. Kalsang
shared the news with the public.
November 12, 2013
To show respect and the solidarity of exile Tibetans
towards martyr Tsering Gyal, who self-immolated on
November 11, 2013, RTWA Dharamsala along with RTYC
and SFT organized a candle vigil.
Dickiling
September 10, 2013
RTWA Dickiling celebrated the 29th anniversary of thereestablishment of TWA. In the morning they organized a
sangsol and held a function later. They invited Chetue
Dolma Tsering as the special guest.
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20 August, 2013
RTWA Dekyiling celebrated Raksha Bandhan, lobbied
many important local Indian leaders and held a prayer
session in the settlement.
September 27, 2013
RTWA Dickiling organized a candle vigil in Deharadun
market; the event was covered by local media.
Gangtok
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August 18, 2013
RTWA Gangtok organized a candle vigil to honour the
martyrdom of Karma Nyidon Gyatso who self-immolated
in Nepal.
August 20, 2013:
On Raksha Bandhan, executive members of RTWA Gangtok
met Governor Sriniwar Patil. They tied rakhi to him and
shared with him the current intense situation inside Tibet.
He expressed his solidarity and condolences.
September 10, 2013
RTWA Gangtok celebrated the 29thanniversary of the reestablishment of Tibetan Women’s Association in India.
The function began with a tribute to all the martyrs and a
mandala offering initiated by Ven. Choekor Rinpoche. The
special guest emphasized the importance of women in the
development of society. RTWA Gangtok also honoured
Mrs. Dechen Dolkar Surkhang, who served RTWA Gangtok
for 12 years.
Herbertpur
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August 19, 2013
RTWA Herbertpur organized a function to read all the new
resolutions passed during the 11th Working Committee
Meeting held at Dhondenling settlement on 18th July.
August 20, 2013
RTWA Herbertpur celebrated Rasha Badhan to strengthen
the relationship between the Tibetan and Indian
communities. The executive members of RTWA met
important leaders of their local community and tied rakhi
to them.
September 10, 2013
RTWA Herbertpur celebrated the 29th anniversary of
there-establishment of Tibetan Women’s Association. For
the function, they invited the settlement officer, head of
the local assembly, president of local Freedom Movement
and all the presidents and directors of non-governmental
organizations.
Hunsur
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August 16, 2013
RTWA organized a tea party for the French people
who came to visit the settlement. During the tea party,
members shared information about the current intense
situation inside Tibet and also about the activities of
RTWA.
August 20, 2013
RTWA Hunsur and Bylakupee celebrated Raksha Bhandan
and lobbied at Mysore. They also arranged a tea party
for the French volunteers, who came to the settlement to
make elephant trenches.
September 10, 2013
RTWA organized a sangsol and grant function to celebrate
the 29th anniversary of there-establishment of Tibetan
Women’s Association in exile.  
September 12&23, 2013
RTWA visited aged-care home – there they gave presents
to the old people and showed a documentary video of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama.
October 19, 2013
RTWA donated nursery books to the infant school in the
settlement.
October 31, 2013
RTWA Hunsur sponsored the medal presented to the
winners of the Central School’s annual sport meet. To
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thank the RTWA for its work, the school principal gave
RTWA Hunsur a token of appreciation during the meet’s
closing ceremony.
Kathmandu

September 4, 2013
RTWA Nepal delivered the appeal letter to the Embassies
of Australia, France, Federal Republic of Germany, India,
Japan, Russia, United States of America, Switzerland and
also the office of the United Nations and UNICEF. The
appeal was to request governments’ and international
bodies’ immediate intervention in the unjust and
unfair trial of Kunchok Wangmo’s husband Dolma Kyap
perpetrated by the Chinese government.
Kollegal
August 20, 2013
On Raksha Bandhan, RTWA Dhondenling made effort to
meet local Indian leaders to strengthen the relationship
between Indian and Tibetan communities.
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September 10, 2013
RTWA Dhondenling celebrated the 29th anniversary of
the re-establishment of Tibetan Women’s Association by
inviting advisor Mrs Galden Palmo-la as the special guest.
The function was included good discussion on RTWA’s
regular activities and future plans.
Ladhak
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August 6, 2013
RTWA Ladhak participated in the sangsol organized by
Regional Religious Welfare Society. The sangsol was held
at Pangong Lake, the holy lake situated between India
and Tibet.
September 10, 2013
RTWA Ladhak organized a grand celebration of the 29th
anniversary of the re-establishment of Tibetan Women’s
Association. For the function, many local Tibetans
gathered.The special guests were the chief of the
local Justice Commission, president of Local Assembly,
president of Regional Tibetan Freedom Movement and
representatives from NGOs in Leh.
Mainpat

August 2 & 3, 2013
During Sikong Dr. Lobsang Sangay’s visit to the Mainpat
Tibetan settlement, RTWA Mainpat volunteered to take
the responsibility of serving meals and refreshment to
him.
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August 15, 2013
RTWA Mainpat participated in the celebration of
Independence Day of India in CST Mainpat.
August 20, 2013
RTWA met many local Indian leaders on Raksha Bhandan
day; they tied rakhi to the leaders with the aim of
strengthening the relationship between Indian and
Tibetan communities.
September 10, 2013
RTWA Mainpat celebrated the 29th refounding anniversary
of Tibetan Women’s Association. For the function, they
invited Tso Ri Rinpoche from Tso Ri monastery as the chief
guest and other guests of honour were the president
of the Local Assembly, head of the Local Settlement,
president of Regional Tibetan Movement, etc....
September 17, 2013
RTWA Mainpat took the responsibility of relocating and
rehousing an Indian woman called Gandhpan from the
locality of infant school. The local Tibetans gave her some
land and RTWA took the responsibility of shifting and
constructing her house. The organization was informed
that she is a prostitute who was also selling alcohol. RTWA
said if they didn’t shift her house, her activities might
adversely affect the youths in the settlement.
October 18, 2013
RTWA Mainpat welcomed the visit of Tibet supporter Mr.
Denis from Belgium and Tibetan culture researcher Ms.
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Sesi. RTWA assisted them in carrying out their research
and their plans to help poor families in the settlement.
RTWA and the settlement officer arranged accommodation
and facilitated other necessities during Kusho Mogru
Tenpa’s (member of Tibetan parliament in exile) stay in
the settlement.
November 2, 2013
On Indian festival Dewali, RTWA Mainpat collaborated
with the settlement officer and cooperative society and
went to greet the District collector, Additional collector,
Inspector General, Superintendent of police, Tehsildar,
town inspector and intelligence bureau.
November 11, 2013
RTWA Mainpat’s president was invited as one of the
guests during the annual sport day of CST Mainpat.
Manali
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August 6, 2013
RTWA Manali organized a prayer session and candle vigil
to show their solidarity and respect to martyr Karma
Nyidon Gyatso.
August 7, 2013
RTWA Manali was invited to the ceremonial presentation
of new medical equipment to Manali Christian Hospital.
The executive members of RTWA attended the session to
help maintain the organization’s good relationship with
the local people.  
August 13, 2013
RTWA Manali went to welcome the son of Sakya Gongma
Rinpoche.
August 14, 2013
RTWA Manali volunteered to serve tea during the
teaching.
August 20, 2013
On Raksha Bhandan, RTWA Manali went to meet some of
the local leaders and was able to tie rakhi to them.
August 31, 2013
RTWA Manali visited S.D.M Manali and informed them of
both the current situation of Tibet and the activities of
their regional chapter.
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Miao

September 6 to 8, 2013
RTWA Miao attended a very important workshop
on legal empowerment which was initiated by
TWA central. Members of RTWA Maio were active
participants and learnt a lot through this workshop.
August 20, 2013
To strengthen the good relationship between the Indian
and Tibetan communities, RTWA Miao observed the
Indian traditional festival Raksha Bandhan by visiting state
bureaucrats and dignitaries.
Mundgod
August 7, 2013
RTWA Mundgod along with RTYC organised a mass prayer
for the long life of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and for the
well being of all sentient beings.
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August 9, 2013
RTWA Mundgod and RTYC organised a candle vigil and
mass prayer for the martyr Karma Nyidon Gyatso who
self-immolated in Nepal for the Tibetan cause.
August 20, 2013
On Raksha Bandhan day, RTWA Mundgod went to Hubli
and Dhar ward to meet some important leaders and
officials.
September 10, 2013
RTWA Mundgod celebrated the refounding anniversary
of Tibetan Women’s Association; many local Tibetans
attended the function and prayer session.
Mussoorie
August 20, 2013
RTWA Mussoorie celebrated Raksha Bandhan; they visited
many local Indian leaders and officials. MLA Ganesh Joshi
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and Chairman of Municipal Corporation of Mussoorie
expressed their solidarity and willingness to support the
cause of Tibet.

September 10, 2013
RTWA Mussoorie celebrated the 29th anniversary of
there-establishment of Tibetan Women’s Association in
exile.
Nainital
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October 2, 2013
RTWA Nainital participated in an event organized by the
local Indian Women’s Association. It was a day-long protest
demonstration to express their anger and frustration for
the loss of so many lives in the Muzafar Nagar shoot out
during the protest rally organised on October 2, 1997.
September 2, 2013
RTWA Nanital celebrated the 53rd Tibetan National
Democracy day. The day started with morning sangsol and
successfully concluded with good discussion on future
events and campaigns.
August 4 to 31, 2013
RTWA Nanital organized a month’s prayer sessions for a
month; the prayer session was held every morning from
9am to 11 am.
August 7, 2013
RTWA Nanital arranged a special mass prayer for martyr
Karma Nyidon Gyatso, who self-immolated for the cause
of Tibet.
August 20, 2013
On Raksha Bandhan day, RTWA Nainital visited many
local leaders and officials. Many of them expressed their
pleasure at the meeting and at receiving sincere gestures
from Tibetans. Many promised to keep supporting the
Tibetan cause in the future.
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November 13, 2013
RTWA Nainital organized a mass prayer to express respect
and solidarity for martyr Tsering Gyal who self-immolated
on November 11, 2013. The prayer session was attended
by around 60 local Tibetans.
New York and New Jersey

September 10, 2013
RTWA New York and New Jersey organized a grand
function to celebrate the 29th re-founding anniversary of
Tibetan Women’s Association in exile.
RTWA NY&NJ also organizes a monthly prayer session,
which is attended by most of the local Tibetans.
Orissa
August 20, 2013
To strengthen the support from Indian officials for the
Tibetan cause, on Raksha Bandhan day, RTWA Orissa
104
voice.indd 104

1/3/2014 12:24:02 PM

RTWA

lobbied some local Indian leaders and police officials.
Many of them expressed their solidarity.
September 10, 2013
RTWA Orrissa celebrated the 29threfounding anniversary
of Tibetan Women’s Association. They organised sangsol,
a prayer session and a grand function.
Ponta Sahib

105
voice.indd 105

1/3/2014 12:24:16 PM

Voice-TWA’s Newsletter

September 10, 2013
RTWA Ponta Sahib celebrated the refounding anniversary
of Tibetan Women’s Association; the function was
attended by many local Tibetan officials and people.
August 20, 2013
RTWA Poanta Sahib and Puruwala celebrated Raksha
Bandhan. They jointly met twelve local Indian leaders and
officials.
Puruwala

September 10, 2013
RTWA Puruwala held a function to distribute the trophies
and certificates of appreciation to all the former executive
members who served the association for twelve or more
years.
Rajpur
August 20, 2013
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RTWA Rajpur collaborated with the rest of the RTWA
chapters in Utter Khan and celebrated the Indian festival
Raksha Bandhan. They were able to tie rakhi to many of
the important leaders and officials like Mr. Vijay Bahuguna,
the chief minister of Utter Khan, Shri G S Gundwat, the
city magistrate, Ms.Neelan Sehgal, president of BJP’s
Women’s wing and lots of others.
Shimla
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August 4, 2013
RTWA Shimla organized many peace marches in July and
August. On 4th August, they organized a special mass
prayer for all the martyrs who self-immolated for the
freedom of Tibetan people and return of H.H. the Dalai
Lama.  
August 20, 2013
On Raksha Bandhan day, RTWA Shimla was able to meet
the chief minister of Himachal Pradesh and presented
a list of martyrs who self-immolated for freedom. He
humbly expressed his solidarity and prayers for the
intense situation inside Tibet.
Tashiling

September 10, 2013
RTWA Tashiling observed the 29th anniversary of Tibetan
Women’s Association’s re-founding.
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RTWA

Tashi Palkhiel

August, 2013
Members of RTWA Tashi Palkhiel participated for a month
in the Adult Literacy & Reading program organized by “The
Himalayan Society for Youth & Women Empowerment”.
Tenzin Gang
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September 2, 2013
Democracy Day: After the successful official function
organized by the Tibetan settlement, RTWA Tenzin Gang
organized a fun game on the ground. Local people took
part and had a great time.
August 8, 2013
To celebrate the second year of Sikong Lobsang Sangay’s
administration, RTWA organized a function and prayer
session.
Ontario and Toronto, Canada

September 11, 2013
88th Lhakar in Toronto was observed by RTWA Ontario.
They invited Ven. Tenzin Dakpa, the Director of the Karma
Sonam Dhargayling, to provide an introduction to basic
meditation and Buddhism.

110
voice.indd 110

1/3/2014 12:25:08 PM

RTWA

Tsering Dhonden

August 20, 2013
RTWA Tsering Dhonden celebrated Raksha Bandhan
and lobbied many important leaders and official of their
state. Among others, they lobbied the chief minister of
the state Shri Vijay Bahuguna and City Magistrate Shri GS
Gundwant.
September 6, 2013
RTWA celebrated the birthday of H.H. the Sakya Rinpoche.
They were offered him a bouquet and fruits to celebrate
his special day.
September 10, 2013
RTWA celebrated the re-founding anniversary of Tibetan
Women’s Association.     
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A Message from an advisor and volunteer
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