Voice-TWA’s Newsletter

Udaan, 15th to 19th December, 2013
(Bangalore, India)
Reporter: Dorji Kyi, Women’s Environment and Development
Desk of Tibetan Women’s Association

About Udaan:
Udaan was a gathering of mostly young people from across
India. It was part of a larger global project called Global Power
Shift, initiated by International Climate Movement-building
organization, 350.org. Global Power Shift and Udaan aimed to
build a collective of young people who will question and disrupt
the status quo and capture the public’s attention using creative
methods of communicating the issue of climate change in India
and around the world.
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15th December, 2013
I reached Bangalore Fireflies Ashram at 11:30 pm with few
other participants. We were given our rooms and ID. We had
lunch at 1 pm and waited for the other participants to join us. By
evening, around 100 participants have come and we had welcome
presentation at 6 pm. The organizing team introduced themselves
and gave a brief presentation of the programs for the next 4 days.
After that participants introduced each other and we played few
games as icebreakers.

16th December, 2013
First day of Udaan was started at 9 am with opening plenary talk
by two great people on “The challenge of climate change, the state
of the world”.
Siddhartha, founder of Fireflies Ashram spoke about the importance
of creativity in social movements and more importantly to connect
with nature, valuing it and preserving it. He also spoke about
some of his personal stories related to Fireflies Ashram’s natural
surroundings.
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Second speaker we had Ms.Vaishali, an environmentalist and an
activist from Maharashtra, who have been working against coal
mining, hydropower plants and others for more than twenty years.
She spoke about her struggle against coal mining and nuclear
power plants in her state. She also shared few inspirational stories
of farmers who fought against companies, government and their
policies.

After the opening plenary talk, we went for the morning session,
where participants can choose the sessions that they are interested. I
went for “Understanding Climate Change – Science and Impacts”.
This session was lead by scientist and global managing director
of 350.org, Payal Paresh. She spoke about climate change around
the world and its impacts. I learned that “350 ppm” is where 350.
org gets its name. “PPM” stands for “parts per million,” which is
simply a way of measuring the ratio of carbon dioxide molecules
to all of the other molecules in the atmosphere. I also learned that
scientists and climate experts agree that 350 ppm is the “safe”
level of carbon dioxide.
For the evening session, we had people from three different places
who shared their stories of struggle against companies, system
and politicians to save their village. Their shared their personal
experiences of climate impacts, solutions and social change from
their regions.
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17th December, 2013
Day 2 opening plenary session started at 9 am with Deepa Gupta,
Founder of Jhatkaa.org and Nityanand Jayaraman, an activist, he
also teaches at Asian College of Journalism. Topic was “What
does campaigning for a cleaner, fossil free future look like? And
what is the role of a new age campaigner”
Excerpts from Deepa Gupta:
We must reclaim our rights
of citizenship through better
understanding of democracy.
Taking action locally is not
enough. We should change
the dynamics of the global
decision making powers. 80
crore Indians have mobile
phones and almost 12 crore
Indians have access to
Internet.
When we try to do something in life specially a work that doesn’t
pay much, the first problem we face is our family and parents who
wants to see us earn more, settle well, fit in the society and have
a secure future. But you have to be strong in our fight. We are not
doing it just for the love of our family but also for our planet.
Excerpts from Nithyananda Jayaramana:
The fight is not to save the earth because the earth is self-sufficient.
The fight is to save us because what we are doing to the planet
is causing harm to us. What goes around comes around. Don’t
just use cloth bags, plant trees but also fight against a coal plant,
nuclear energy. Renewable energy is a lost dream if we are moving
towards an unsustainable economy.

93

Voice-TWA’s Newsletter

Environment activism as of now is an act of love and hope. We
need to move beyond this and take concrete actions for change.
The truth as IPCCC sees it, is not good. There are no shortcuts in
winning the fight for environment. Human beings are not animals
because we believe that the law of nature does not apply to us.
Nature does not require saving. It is self-sustaining. What we
want to save is our backs.
For breakout session, I went for “Non-violent direct action”
Non-violent direct action was lead by Nithyananda Jayaramana.
He gave a presentation on Non violent direct action and also on the
Bhopal incident, a 30 year struggle for justice. I was astonished to
learn that the chemical remains are still there and the people who
are responsible for this have not yet cleaned the place.
Our next speaker was Ravi Theja, green social entrepreneur who
talked about clean power energy. 3 years back, Ravi visited a
village in Karnataka which received electricity for just one hour.
The visit shocked him and he decided to do something about it.
Hence he started a social enterprise with some of his friends.
Ravi’s social enterprise provides renewable energy solutions in
the rural areas of Karnataka. Ravi and his team established the
world’s first smoke-free village in India. He said: “The whole
point of studying engineering is to create something constructive
and not something destructive.”
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Environmental activist, Dilli Rao spoke about his people’s struggle
in the wetlands of Sompetta, Andhra Pradesh. Sompetta has 4000
acres of fertile land. In 2008 the local authorities declared this
land as barren under pressure from a few corporations. These
companies wanted to start a coal fired power plant in Sompetta.
The locals from Sompetta visited a nearby thermal power plant.
They were shocked to see the negative impact the thermal plant
had on the people living there. Hence they decided to fight back in
Sompetta. “The movement you question the hazards of coal power
plants, political leaders will as an oppressor of development.”
Said Dilli Rao
Pushpinder Singh from Greenpeace India presented the case study
of #FreeTheArctuc30.
The second day of Udaan came to an end with the sharing of
inspiring stories from across India.
18th December, 2013
Day 3 of Udaan was eventful with the breakout session on using
art and activism in communications and campaigning.

Arjun Srivathsa from Wildlife Conservation Society spoke on
artivism, using art and creativity in our campaigns to simplify
the focused issue into something that everyone can understand.
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He presented his own arts to explain the
sea food crisis and it did made the issue
more clear and understandable. I thought
we also should do something like this to
advocate the environmental degradation
happening in Tibet.
Next we had a group called Space Theatre
from Goa performing on various social
issues like Mother Nature, homosexuality
and on women’s issue. Their performances
were very powerful and meaningful.
After lunch scientist and global managing director of 350.org,
Payal Paresh spoke about climate change and 350 is working on
reducing CO2 emission.

Later in the evening, participants were divided into groups to
design our own campaign. Our group did our campaign on
banding plastic bags in Hydrabad. We planned our online and
offline campaign strategies.
The day ended with ‘No Talent Show’ were participants can sing,
dance, tell a story and do anything whether they have the talent or
not. It was really fun.
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19th December, 2013
The final day of Udaan was very short for me as my train was
leaving before noon and we had to leave soon after breakfast. I
said goodbye to the organizers and the new friends I made there.
We promised to keep in touch and do something together on
environment soon.
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