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TW A pays tribute to the brave souls who self-immolated to

protest against the Chinese occupation and decades of
oppression to crackdown the Tibetans. TWA publish the names and
brief information about the self-immolators in its every quarterly
newsletter ‘VOICE’ to pay homage. For this newsletter, we have
continued the chronology of self-immolation from the last edition
(April 2015-July 2015). The number goes from 142-143.

143. Name: Tashi Kyi
Date: August 27, 2015
Protest location: Sangkok township, Sangchu in Kanlho
Age: 55
Current whereabouts/wellbeing: Deceased




Tibetan mother of four in her mid-fifties
who set herself on fire on August 27 and
died, apparently as a protest against China’s
policies of relocation and demolition of
housing. Tashi Kyi, described as a “generous
Buddhist” who was “devoted to her family”,
was a relative of a prominient monk who
escaped into exile after a bold protest in
2008.

Although local Tibetans attempted to save
her life by extinguishing the blaze, Tashi Kyi
died hours after setting herself on fire in her
housing compound, a nomad settlement site
in Sangkok township, Sangchu (Chinese:
Xiahe) in Kanlho (Chinese: Gannan) Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture, Gansu Province.

Her body was taken away by the authorities.




?@- ﬁﬁ@gg 5&5 3 %qm wr gq REV SV R T i
E AL AR NEE) %ql R
qé&m‘@%ﬁ‘@]’iﬁwqﬁﬁmw@

—

s &9
- L V‘ »’.’" %

[t ¥ -
-

&=
















[ IEEEN ® [T [ [ [

VOICE — TWA Newsletter

MEETINGS AND INTERACTION
WITH NATIONAL AND

INTERNATIONAL GROUPS

Tibetan Women’s Association assigns great importance to meeting
and interacting with students, researchers, journalists, activists
and delegates to raise global awareness of the critical situation inside
Tibet. Through such meetings, TWA can increase international pres-
sure for the improvement of Human rights for Tibetans living in oc-
cupied Tibet.

From Aug to Nov 2015, the TWA team met several groups from dif-
@ ferent countries.
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s executive members and staffs with
Australia Chinese Delegation.

¥

Tibetan Women’s Association’s executives and staffs had an
interactive session with the group from Australia Tibet Council.
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tiina Vainio ( The Finnish NGO Foundation for Human Rights KIOS)
and Mr. Colin Gonsalves (senior advocate of the Supreme Court &
® the founder and Director of Human Rights Law Network.)

Tibetan Women’s Association’s executives and staffs had an
interactive session with a group from Karlstad University, Sweden.

10

— ‘ TWA VOICE Autumn 2015 [7].indd 10 @ 4/5/16 5:16:58 PM ‘ —



" IEEEN ® [T ([ [

VOICE — TWA Newsletter

Tibetan Women’s Association’s executives and staffs had an interac-
itve session with Rebekah L. Usatin (manager, program monitoring
& evaluation of NED) and Tenzin Palkyi (Program officer of NED).

Tibetan Women’s Association’s executives and staffs had an interac-
tive session with Shambala group from Germany.
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ibetan Women’s Association’s

Environment and Development
officer Miss Norzin Dolma @
attended the conference “ ONLY
ONE TIBET TO QUENCH
ASIA’S GROWING THIRST”
(Experts look into the health of
the Tibetan plateau) organized by
Tibet Policy Institute, University
of Delhi and Foundation for Non-
violent Alternatives (an institute for
developing peace studies) at Delhi
on 21 Aug 2015.
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s Environment and Development
officer Miss Norzin Dolma participated in “Building Cross-Cutting
Skills And Knowledge For Youth Leadership On Climate Change”
at Barmer, Rajasthan organized by Indian Network on Ethics and
Climate Change (INECC),Indian Youth Climate Network (IYCN),
Church’s Auxiliary for social Action (CASA) and Laya from 24" to
27" August 2015.
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Two staffs of TWA Central and the executive members of RTWA
Dharamsala joined the mass tree plantation on Dhauladhar hillside to
celebrate the year of HH the Dalai Lama’s 80" birthday organized
by Indo-Tibetan Friendship Association and Forest Department of

Dharamsala on 6" September 2015.
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Tibetan Women’s Association collaborated with the Environment
desk of Tibetan Settlement office-Dharamsala and Lha Environment
desk to celebrate “World Massive Clean up day” on 20" September by
organizing awareness campaign in Mcleod via Bhagsu which is one of
the main tourist spot.
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Tibetan Women’s Association and Students for a Free Tibet-India,
in coordination with International Tibet Network invite you to
join us in our India Week of Climate Action in the build-up to the UN
S COP 21 Summit in Paris. @

Through a series of events at the end of November in the national capital
New Delhi, we raised awareness, garner support, and shine a spotlight
on Tibet’s environmental crisis, and the dangerous consequences for
all of us in Asia.

Day 1: November 27. 2015 - Formal launch of 3-day events and
actions.

Day 2: November 28. 2015-SEMINAR: Tibet’s Rivers, Asia’s Lifeline
at India International Centre.

Day 3: November, 29. 2015 - People’s Climate March for Tibet.
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As part of the Tibet Climate Action Week, the India Tibet Third Pole
Team Tibetan Women’s Association & Students for a Free Tibet -
India in coordination with the International Tibet Network met the
representatives of the Embassy of Nepal yesterday followed by Shri
Jai Ram Ramesh, former Minister of State at the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests and currently Member of the Indian Parliament who
were briefed on how #Tibet remains an indispensable variable in the
Climate change equation.The campaign has three phases: lobbying,
Seminar & Climate Rally.
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PAKISTAN
GH CO)

For two days, the India Ti-
bet Third Pole Team (Tibet-
an Women’s Association &
Students for a Free Tibet -
India in coordination with the <
International Tibet Network)
submitted reports, resolutions
and reports to representatives
of the Embassies of Pakistan,
- Bhutan, Bangladesh, Viet-
' nam, Thailand, Burma, and
Cambodia, calling for a net-
work of downstream Asian
Countries to multilaterally
engage with China on Tibet’s
rivers.
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DHARAMSALA:

STREET THEATER TO HIGHLIGHT THE CLIMATE CRISIS IN
TIBET:

Tibetan Women’s Association and Students for a Free Tibet India in
coordination with International Tibet Network staged a street theater
to highlight the urgent climate crisis in Tibet in Dharamsala.

. #Tibet3rdPole# ClimateActionforTibet #ClimateJusticeforTibet
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DELHI: India Tibet Third Pole Team (Tibetan Women’s Association
& Students for a Free Tibet - India in coordination with the International
Tibet Network) staged a street theatre before the United Nations Office
in Delhi and memorandum was submitted highlighting the crisis on
Tibet’s river and it’s impact on downstream Asian countries.
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DELHI: #Tibet Climate Action Rally: Yak Deleck and his
brother Dawa led the Climate Rally today from Rajghat to
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi Highlighting Tibet’s Climate Crisis
in the lead up to UN #COP21 #ClimateChange #Environment
Org. By Tibet Third Pole Coalition- Tibetan Women’s Association,
Students for a Free Tibet-India and International Tibet Network.
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OBSERVATIONAL REPORT ON
STITCHES OF TIBET

BEYOND THE
CLASSROOM

Seollan Pyeon
Intern

irst of all, I really want to thank Tibetan Women’s Association

for giving me such a wonderful opportunity to witness the works
of the association. [ was really impressed by what they do for Tibetan
women and especially the project, which is called Stitches of Tibet
(SOT). The people I met here were amazing and I am honored to be
with them.

Actually whatever happened in Dharamshala was coincidence and
lucky for me. I came here to conduct my research on reconstruction of
social networks among new comers in Dharamshala and I looked for
the proper place to do that. Fortunately, I found that TWA is running a
project SOT that provide opportunities to learn the tailoring for female
newcomers since 1995, and they need an intern as an English teacher
at SOT. I thought it could be helpful not only for my research but also
for new comers who couldn’t get a chance to learn English in Tibet.

As aresult, I learned from the girls of SOT more than I taught. I started
from May to December of 2015 except July and August. It was almost
6 months being with the ladies of SOT. The class was only one hour,
however, I used to stay more than 3 hours because chatting with them
was really pleasure. We talked not only about English but also their
lives. They used to tell me how they think of the situation as refugees,

25
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how difficult the Tibetan women’s lives are, sometime, how they en-
joy their daily lives. We are not definitely in same situation, but we

® could share our thoughts and feelings. We were nothing but friends ®
beyond the classroom.

In other hand, six months is not that long to understand people, so |
cannot say I understand Tibetan women well. By the way, I can say
that they are stronger than others for sure. They are human beings who
have lot of problems and they are even refugees. I cannot imagine how
they deal with it. They, however, usually think in positive way, always
try to have hopes for the future, and help others even though they also
have difficulties in their lives. I think it is because of the way of seeing
the world according to Buddhism and the teachings of Dalai Lama.
This overwhelms me and it has been a really tremendous experience
for me.

So again, I really thank all of you for letting me be with you. I will
never forget about the time we spent together and your kindness.
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OTHER
ACTIVITIES
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TWA'’s staffs Miss Lhamo Tsering (Research & media officer) and
Miss Norzin Dolma (Women Environment and Development officer)
participated in”’Defending the Defenders” retreat organized by TCHRD
from 3 to 5 Aug,2015.
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Operation Groundswell’s Gender and Religion program visited
Dharamsala to learn about the Tibetan struggle for Tibet, the reality
of life in exile and the ways that gender participates in these struggles.
TWA organized the five days educational program for the students
under this program.The students were introduced to the major Tibetan
NGOs and institutions.
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Tibetan Women’s Association wishes Indian Prime minister Narendra
Modi & all our Indian brothers and sisters HAPPY INDEPENDENCE
DAY. India is our second home & we are always indebted to Mother
India. JAI HIND!!... JAI TIBET!!
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The representatives of Tibetan Women’s Association, Students for a
Free Tibet, Gu chu sum and Tibetan Youth Congress had an interactive
session with Gandhi Peace Foundation delegation on 18" Sept 2015.
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s Joint Secretary Ani Tenzin Tselha
had interactive sessions with different groups & journalists on “Tibet
issues” & our association when she visited Vilnius, Warsaw, Estonia
and Kaunas during her holiday trip.
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Tibetan Women’s Association supports — #climateactionfortibet " #i
oofoftheworld[! [ 1#COP21[]

34

— ‘ TWA VOICE Autumn 2015 [7].indd 34 @ 4/5/16 5:17:11 PM ‘ —



" IEEEN ® [T ([ [

VOICE — TWA Newsletter

Tibetan Women’s Association, Central and the Regional Chapter,
Dharamsala had jointly organized a Special Prayer Service for the
soul of late Tulku Tenzin Delek Rinpoche, at Tsuklakhang on 29™
August 2015. The Association had lighted over 1000 butter lamps.
The Prayer Service was attended by monks, nuns and general publics.
The Regional Chapters of the Tibetan Women’s Association all over
India and abroad had observed all the weekly rituals as per the Tibetan
religious tradition.
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s President Dolma Yangchen la and
PRO Kalsang Youdon la took part in Interfaith Coalition for Peace
(ICP) Women’s Journey held in Kolkata from 28"-30"™ September,
2015.
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s President Mrs. Dolma Yangchen
la, General secretary Miss. Tsering Choezom la and Environment
officer Miss. Norzin Dolma la attended the 5" Asia Regional Meeting
of International Tibet Network which was held for 3 days from Nov
9-11 inclusive with over 40 participants representing more than 10
Tibet groups.Similar meetings are organised by the International Tibet
Network every 18 months in Asia, Europe and North America in order
to build capacity and collaboration among the Tibet groups.
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s Women Environment and
Development officer Norzin Dolma attended the workshop on “Smart
City Mission” organized by the Directorate of Urban Development
and Municipal Council Dharamsala. The workshop was chaired by
Honourable minister of urban development.
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s Women Environment & development
officer Norzin Dolma and Research & media officer Lhamo Tsering
took part in the one day conference on the “PRESENT SITUATION
INSIDE TIBET” organized by Tibet Policy Institute on 29 Sep 2015
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s president Dolma Yangchen la and
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PRO Kalsang Youdon la visited Tibetan Youth  Congress
“INDEFINITE HUNGER STRIKE FOR TIBET-DAY 22” on 1*
October 2015.
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s Research and Media officer Lhamo
Tsering participated in the “Young Tibetan Research scholars
conference” on Tibet and Tibetans: Prospects and challenges for two
days (21-22 Oct 2015) organized by The Tibet Policy Institute (Funded
by: Friedrich Naumann Foundation).
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In the light of the brutal murder of Tsultrim Chokden, who died
protecting his female friend, the Tibetan female is the key witness
in this case. TWA has called on the Superintendent of Police (SP) of
Dharamsala, Kangra to offer maximum security and moral protection
for her so that she feels encouraged and bolstered in her efforts to
bring justice to the victim under the rule of law. TWA also urged
the S.P to ensure safety for women, particularly forTibetan women
in public places at odd hours, so that the repeat of such unfortunate
incident is avoided.
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Tibetan Women’s Association’s Vice-President Miss. Tsering Dolma
la attended the meeting of the representatives from Forum for Human
Rights and Justice (FHRJ) and Tibetan NGOs.
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TRAINING
. MONTH PLACES TRAINERS

August- September, | Ladakh (Jammu and | Dolma
Kashmir), Himachal | Yangchen and
Pradesh (Bir, Manali, | Tsering Cho-
Shimla, Dalhousie, ezom
Dharamsala) and
Central India (Delhi)




September, 2015

North India; Uttara-
khand and Himachal
Pradesh;

Mussoorie, Rajpur,
Dickyiling, Tsering
Dhonden, Dhundu-
pling, Chanda Muni,
Nainital, Herbertpur,
Puruwala, Paonta
Sahib and Central
School for Tibetan
Paonta Sahib.

Tsering Dolma
and Tenzin
Dolkar

October, 2015

Meghalaya State —
Shillong, Arunachal
Pradesh : Tezu,
Miao, Tenzing Gang
and Nepal : Kath-
mandu and Pokhra
(Tashiling, Jampal-
ing and Tashipelkeil)

Kalsang Youdon
and Tsering
Yangzom

October, 2015

Central India
(Orissa, Mainpat,
Bhandara) and South
India (Kollegal,
Hunsur, Bylakuppe
and Mundgod)

Tsering Dolma
and Tenzin
Tselha

November, 2015

West Bengal (Dar-
jeeling, Sonada,
Self Help Centre,
Kalimpong, Gang-
tok, Ravangla) and
Bhutan (Bjimenang
and Kapchisa)

Dolma
Yangchen and
Tsering Cho-
ezom
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